Number 1277

Historic Building Appraisal
Luk Wu Ching Ser- Kitchen
Luk Wu Tsuen, Luk Wu, Lantau

Luk Wu Ching Ser (’jiuiﬁﬁi{%ﬁ) in Luk Wu ("}fuigﬁ) of Lantau is a Buddhist
nunnery developed from a Taoist monastery which was erected in the 9" year of
the Guangxu (5% 5%, 1883) reign of the Qing (}&) dynasty. The Shun Yeung Sin
Yuen (3¢ [, Shun Yeung Taoist Monastery ) was set up by a Taoist Priest
Luo Yuan-yi (57~ — fi=). The Taoist monastery composed of a main hall for
the male priests and a Pu Yun Monastery (_ﬁ Z={|![[%) for female priests. The
monastery was famous in the late Qing dynasty where a name board of the
monastery was written by He Jing ({f" ), a Viceroy of the Fujian and Zhejiang
(Eﬂ#ﬁ}%’lﬁ) provinces. A couplet was also given by Liang Yaoshu (¥ ¥&##), a
zhuangyuan (;%7+) of the Guangdong ('??[F,]J) province. The work of Taoist Priest
Luo was handed over to a Buddhist monk, Monk Guan Qing (B/7& =[], in the
early 20™ century. Monk Guan Qing came from Jin Shan Temple (£ [:TfJ) of
Zhenjiang (#817) who later transformed the Taoist monastery into a Buddhist
one. He was an able monk who renamed the monastery as Chan Tang (i#i}li’)
where both monks and nuns could practice meditation together. The monastery
was occupied by a group of nuns after the death of Monk Guan Qing and they
renamed it as Luk Wu Ching Ser in 1955.

This kitchen block is on the left of the residential block next to the main
building. It is a one-storey building of a Chinese vernacular design constructed
of granite blocks with its walls to support its pitched roof of timber rafters,
purlins and clay tiles. The front fagade is plastered and painted white colour
whilst its side elevations are exposed with the granite blocks. Two chimneys are
at the rear portion of the building.

It was a Taoist monastery and has been a Buddhist nunnery since 1955 to
witness the development of the two religions in Lantau.

It has some built heritage value.
Despite some modern building materials added, its authenticity is kept.

It has group value with other buildings in the compound.
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It was most popular in the 1950-70s when about a hundred nuns and Social Value,
devotees studied Buddhist sutras and practiced meditation at the nunnery & Local
managed by the abbess Bhikshuni Yue Sau (F*= 'JENfX). After her death in Interest
1996 it was managed by Bhikshuni Foon Fat (- FJE[T??). The nuns in the
nunnery dropped to around 20 in the 1990s. It is with a few numbers of elderly
nuns only and is managed by Bhikshuni Miu Wai (F* = "d{}ZF).





