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(Press Release)

Chik Kwai Study Hall gazetted as historical building
Rk R Rk Rk Rk

A notice was gazetted today (May 4) announcing that the Chik Kwai Study Hall at
Sheung Tsuen, Pat Heung, Yuen Long, would be declared a historical building under the
Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance with effect from June 29.

Chik Kwai Study Hall, a typical traditional Chinese study hall in Hong Kong, was
built before 1899 by Lai Kam Tai, of the Lai clan in Pat Heung, which had settled in the
Pat Heung area for hundreds of years. According to the genealogy of the clan, the second
generation ancestor, Lai Chung Heung migrated from Jianxi to Xinhui, Guangdong, in
the Song dynasty. Clansmen later settled in the Dongguan and Kam Tin areas. During
the Ming dynasty, the 13th generation ancestor, Lai Yui Wun, led his clansmen to settle
in the present Sheung Tsuen.

Chik Kwai Study Hall was originally built for educating young clansmen in
traditional classics and was also used for ancestor worship starting from the 1930s.
Operation of the school ceased during World War II, but resumed afterwards as Wing
Hing School for providing modern education. It was later used as a kindergarten, which
was closed decades ago. The Study Hall also served as a venue for clan meetings and
traditional rituals, such as wedding ceremonies and ancestor worship at spring and
autumn equinoxes.

Chik Kwai Study Hall is a typical example of a traditional two-hall-one-courtyard
building of the Qing dynasty. The impressive facade of the green-brick study hall is
distinguished by the solemn granite-block wall base and the overhanging roof supported
by ornamental brackets, camel humps and granite columns. The roof ridge of the
entrance hall is decorated with polychrome mouldings depicting the theme of ‘“‘carp
jumps over the dragon gate”. Internally, all the exquisitely carved camel humps and eave
boards are devoted to the themes of traditional Chinese folk stories and auspicious
motifs. A beautifully crafted wooden altar is placed at the main hall of the Study Hall for
accommodating the soul tablets of the ancestors of the Lais.

The Chik Kwai Study Hall is exceptional due to the well-preserved architectural
components of the building. Examples include the ornate woodcarvings, the lively
decorative plaster mouldings on the roof ridges and gable walls, and the vivid traditional
Chinese murals, which are all said not to have been repainted or refurbished since the
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construction of the Study Hall. Such features make it one of the finest examples of
traditional Chinese study halls that still survive in Yuen Long. In view of the heritage
value of the Chik Kwai Study Hall, the Antiquities Advisory Board has recommended
declaration of the Study Hall as an historical building under the Antiquities and
Monuments Ordinance.

Chik Kwai Study Hall is currently in a state of disrepair. To preserve this valuable
historic building, the Antiquities and Monuments Office will carry out a full restoration
to the Study Hall. A comprehensive conservation study and cartographic survey for the
Study Hall are being conducted. After restoration, the building will be opened to the
public to enhance public awareness of the local history and cultural heritage of the area.

Ends  Friday, May 4, 2007
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L. S. NO. 2 TO GAZETTE NO. 18/2007 L.N.76 of 2007  B781
L.N. 76 of 2007

ANTIQUITIES AND MONUMENTS (DECLARATION
OF HISTORICAL BUILDING) NOTICE 2007

(Made by the Secretary for Home Affairs under section 3(1) of
the Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance (Cap. 53) after
consultation with the Antiquities Advisory Board and
with the approval of the Chief Executive)

1. Commencement
This Notice shall come into operation on 29 June 2007.

2. Declaration of historical building

The building known as Chik Kwai Study Hall at Sheung Tsun Lot No.
406 in D.D. 112, Sheung Tsuen, Pat Heung, Yuen Long, New Territories,
delineated and shown edged red on the plan marked Plan No. YLM6230
signed and deposited in the Land Registry by the Secretary for Home Affairs,
in accordance with section 3(4) of the Ordinance, is declared to be a historical
building.

Dr. Patrick C. P. HO
Secretary for Home Affairs
30 March 2007

Explanatory Note

This Notice declares the building known as Chik Kwai Study Hall at
Sheung Tsuen, Pat Heung, Yuen Long, New Territories, to be a historical
building for the purposes of the Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance
(Cap. 53).



Page 6 of Annex A

B780 2007 =876 EEQE 2007 4E45 18 M s —wiih Al
2007 £E 76 HIEERDE

Q007 FRYRHR (BLREVNER) DE)

(Hh REBOHH R R RARR Gl Boly BB (55 53 75) 58 3(1) &
FA R i 2 AT R AR A )

1. £%ABAH
AN E 2007 4E 6 A 29 HALEME -

2. BEEEYNESR

HUE AT PTG\ B A SR A S 112 4 B R M BEER 406 SERE RS E
(fE Y (R REBCED R R & e BA R G58 3(4) s 3 30 A7 o+ G 1 B A9 B 5%
YLM6230 iy [ 1) b LA 4,2 43 8152 FRER &) 2R s gt 8y o

BB AR
5
2007 43 H 30 H

N

A 45 A N2 TR 57 70 BT\ 6 bR R T R R A B R i Gl B B )
(3F 53 &) Frsfy e L gy -



Page 7 of Annex A

heeum—.umo— : 9300 mlwm

O0SZINTA 'ON NVId ¥

||||| — "ON UD|d ®oueiejey YMEZ 2

|||||| "ON UuD|d 3noADT ¥iEG[E EXE

VEI-3N-9 'ON 309ys Aeains ¥jHi[EIE il

9002/208/M/1A/0SA ‘¥1/S/TS WV SOT "ON olld WEBGXR

(¥)g NOILOIS ¥3IANN AYLSI93¥ ONVT 3HL NI 031150430
SIIYOLIHYIL M3N 'ONOT NINA ‘ONNIH LVd *NINSL ONNIHS LV
TIVH AQNLS |YMX XIHD 40 NV1d
(£6°dvd) 3ONYNIQYO SLNIWINOW ONV S31LINDILNY
6 8 = 2 3 B b T 9\ 900 Lk
GO B FSUNMEE (V) € FHN
(HE S WARTHHST

juowyindaq spunq
Buoy ueng ‘e9)3j0 KeAins }91438]Q
WEMNYL Zamr

AINO S3S0duNd NOILVOLJILNIOL 404 B % %2 4) 2o

TZ00C USTeW Ot °¥Pa fi H
8J|pJ}y OWOH Joj Aipjesdes P p y H K WY
(OH d 0 ¥o1430d 4 2l )

" 9NNIH

BT

[ T T T T T T
wuﬁ.m: ao_ oa oo 3 eu e

0004 : 1 3IVIS MMM

1
0Z S3YLIN
*

(1no@Y) SIYLIW 3UVNDS 09Z VIV 03¥ 03903 X U740 9 2 YEEWEHLHLRBI T

A
[ | G

N =g o
_——==7e ),
S

231
=

z




