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Abstract

The site of the Former Hollywood Road Police Married Quarters (the
Site) was formerly the school premises of the Central School. At the meeting
of the Antiquities Advisory Board (AAB) on 6 March 2007, the Antiquities
and Monuments Office (AMO) of the Leisure and Cultural Services
Department undertook to conduct an archaeological investigation to review

its heritage value.

Fieldwork of site investigation was conducted between 19 March
and 25 July 2007 in two phases. On the basis of documentary research, site
investigation comprised on-site inspection and subsurface investigation
covering about 600 m?. The post excavation analysis and research took place

afterwards.

Investigation focused on the car park between quarters at the upper
platform and the playground at the lower platform. During the site inspection,
the above-ground remnants of the Central School were identified along the
boundary and the retaining walls surrounding the Site. Excavation at the
playground platform revealed the previous playground surface believably of
the Central School. Old stone steps near the existing staircase leading to the
playground were recovered. Features identified at the upper platform
included fragments of cement flooring, layer of hard-core, underground
drainages, foundation walls, mortar wall and white mortar floor, inked marks
on granite blocks and remains of mud walls. Finds collected from the
subsurface investigation included ceramic sherds, bronze coins and ceramic
floor tiles. Manufacturer marks impressed on the tiles found at the Site were
the same as those on the tiles unearthed from the Former Mountain Lodge at
the Peak.

The site investigation reconfirms that the foundations and other
features of Central School have been significantly disturbed by works in the
past. It is not possible to locate the foundation of Shing Wong Temple from
the findings of documentary research and field investigation. The Chief
Executive announced in his 2007-08 Policy Address that the Site will be
removed from the List of Sites for Sale by Application for a year and
proposals will be invited on its revitalization. Any revitalization proposals
should be based on the premise that the remaining features of Central School
mentioned in Para. 8.1 of this report and have full regard to the historical

significance of Central School to the development of Hong Kong.
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