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Historic Building Appraisal
Hung Shing Temple
No. 31 Shui Tau Tsuen, Kam Tin, Yuen Long

Hung Shing Temple (3 i‘.ﬂﬁl{) in Shui Tau Tsuen (*}<pEiff) of Kam Tin (.%,ﬁ}E' N,
Yuen Long, was built by the Tang (%) clan who settled in Kam Tin as far back as in
the Song (“*, 960-1279) dynasty. It is not known when the temple was first built. It
was probably built to the present size in the early Qing (i&) dynasty. A plaque in the
temple indicates the temple already existed in the 5" year of the Yongzheng (31,
1727) reign of the Qing dynasty. It is also called the Big Temple (*#) by the Tang
clan as it is their oldest one in Kam Tin. It is for the worship of Hung Shing, a deity
reputed for his protection of sea farers. Hung Shing Temple is celebrated on the 15"
day of the first lunar month in the temple instead of the normal 13" day of the second
lunar month in other temples. Fa Pow ({~%&) activities including lion dances would
be held in front of the temple.

The temple is a Qing vernacular building having a two-hall-one-courtyard plan of
three bays. It is in symmetrical design with the altar in the middle of the main hall
facing the entrance at the opposite end of the building. The courtyard is between the
entrance and main halls. The main hall is with two side rooms and so is entrance hall.
The temple was re-constructed in 1986 making use of reinforced concrete instead of
green bricks. New materials were used for its construction. The walls are with false
brick lines and its roofs are with green ceramic tiles and a pair of ceramic aoyus (%%
f71) on its main ridge. Its gables are with black-and white friezes of curling plants.

It is a Hung Shing temple to witness the settlement of the Tangs in Kam Tin.
It has little built heritage value as it has been reconstructed in 1986.
Its authenticity is not kept.

It has group value with other historic building including the Yi Tai Study Hall (~
TFJ?}IE%) Cheung Chun Yuen (;%‘TE\, f7i) and others nearby.

Tai Ping Ching Chiu (- J5i&) would be held once every ten years in Kam Tin.
A soul tablet of Hung Shing will be placed on a sedan chair and carried it to an
outdoor altar in front of the Chou Wong Yi Kung Study Hall (fﬁJE = j?i?;li;fa‘) of the

village to attend all the activities. The temple is also a venue for the clan elders to
discuss matters concerning the village.
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