Number 1383

Historic Building Appraisal
Kong Ha Tong
No. 35 Sheung Chuk Yuen, San Tin, Yuen Long

Chuk Yuen (Tfz) village is in the south of San Tin (¥#'!), Yuen Long, Historical
occupied by the Wongs (‘F‘:i[), the Lees (%), the Chows (’f—jj), the Yuens (3&) and Interest
the Aus (&), the first three being the majority. The Wongs came from Tong Ha
(4 "§4) village of Dongguan (fk =), Guangdong (?ﬂﬂ[) province, and settled in
the village in around the 18" century. With the increase of village population, a
Sheung Chuk Yuen (_=5) village was developed in its east. The two villages
are now separated by the San Tin Highway (#'I >t 2%). To improve the living
condition of the families, two brothers of the Wongs, Kat-cheung (?,ﬁ) and
Fuk-shing (¥g%7%), built this Kong Ha Tong (I~ kJ 1) building in Sheung Chuk
Yuen for ancestral worship and for their residential purpose in 1958. The block
of building of three units with separate entrances had a major renovation in 1965.

No.34 in the middle is the ancestral hall whilst Nos.33 and 35 are the residences
of the descendents of Fuk-shing and Kat-cheung.

The block of building is a Qing (&) vernacular building with the middle Architectural
recessed unit used as the Wong’s family ancestral hall. The three units were each Merit
having a two-hall-one-courtyard plan. The open courtyard was between the
entrance and the main halls. It is constructed of green bricks with its walls to
support its pitched roofs of timber rafters, purlins and clay tiles. The three units
share a common roof for their entrance and main halls. In the renovation of
1965, the pitched roof of the entrance halls was turned into a flat one and its
height lifted. A pediment is added above the entrance of the ancestral hall with
the name of “J” i i (Kong Ha Tong ) and the year 1965 moulded on it. The
external facades of the building are retained with fair-faced green bricks. The
main hall is the living room of the unit. The open courtyard of this residence was
removed combining with the entrance and main halls to form a single unit. The
internal walls are plastered and painted. The floors are with tiles. The expanded
cockloft is accessed at the main hall with a wooden staircase which flooring is of
timber planks and joists. The cockloft is with bedrooms. A shed is constructed on
the left external side wall of the unit for use as a kitchen.

It is an ancestral hall and residences of the Wongs to witness their settlement Rarity
in Chuk Yuen village in San Tin.
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It has some heritage value.

Despite the lifting of the level of the entrance hall, the authenticity of the
block of building is kept.

It has group value with the two units next door.

The Wongs were engaged themselves in fishing and farming in the old days.
Poultry and pigs rearing were also practised. Some of the villagers later worked
as seamen in the 1930s and some worked in Britain in the late 1950s. Many then
moved to Britain and some moved to the urban areas. The hall has been used for
ancestral worship of the Wong ancestors. Wedding and birthday banquets were
held at the hall and at the open ground of the village for the celebration. The
Wongs participated in the Da Chiu (7 i) activities in the area.
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