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Historic Building Appraisal
Li Cottage,
Tung Lo Wan, Sha Tin, N.T.

The Li Cottage (& LLIJIE ) was built around 1918 to provide a Historical
resting-place for the Li family descendents who paid homage to their ancestors Interest

at the tomb nearby. There is a path leading from the Li Cottage to the tomb up
on the hill.

The Li Cottage was built by Mr Li Shui (or Sui)-kam (Z=¥g %)
(1871-1953), alias Li Ping (Z2Jf), Li A Ping (Z250f7) and Li Ping-wing (2247
2%). It was named after his father, Li Yuk-shan (ZZE[l]). Li Yuk-shan and
his wife were buried in the tomb near the Li Cottage. Born in Wuhua county
in Guangdong province (EH & 71#£H%), Li Shui-kam migrated to Hong Kong
in his youth. Eventually, he became a building contractor’ and was successful
in business, in charge of many different projects such as waterworks, schools

and road improvement works.

Li was also a notable philanthropist and community leader. He served on
the Boards of Directors of the Tung Wah Hospital (F8ZEEE[5E) (1909) and the
Po Leung Kuk (FREJE) (1911, 1912, 1914 and 1915). He also subscribed
funds for the construction of the Sham Shui Po Public Dispensary (7KIF /17
B2J5) (Grade 2) in the benefit of local inhabitants in the 1930s. Together with
other social leaders such as Li Yau-chuen (Z2/5 %), Tso Seen-wan (& 3= 1),
Chou Shou-son (fEE) and Li Po-kwai (ZE{£%%), he successfully petitioned
the Government to allocate land for the construction of the Chinese Permanent
Cemetery in Aberdeen (FAFIE Ak BIEL).

Moreover, Li was a leading figure of the Hakka (%) community. With
the aid of his fellow regionals, he took the lead to establish the Tsung Tsin
Association Hong Kong (F#52F44) in 1921 and became its Permanent
Honorary President (7kiE4%2 & ). He also raised funds for building
Wuhua Zijinshan School (71#'% %1 [IZ2£%) in his homeland.

In recognition of his public service, Li was made a Justice of the Peace
(JP) in 1921. When Li passed away in 1953, the social celebrities who paid
their farewell to him included the Secretary for Chinese Affairs R.R. Todd (ZE
ERIEUHS E]F1{H), local tycoons Sir Robert Ho Tung ({f]58EG+:) and Aw Boon
Haw (3¢ F%), and members of the Executive Council and Legislative Council

" Li Shui-kam ran a construction firm named Wing Tai (Z5Z2 235 )5).



such as Chau Sik-nin (f&$%4F), Chau Tsun-nin (fHI%4) and Kwok Chan (F

7).

The Li family is keen on promoting education and made donations for the
construction of schools. Those named after Li Shui-kam, alias Li Ping,
include a primary school, Kowloon Women’s Welfare Club Li Ping Memorial
School (J1BE i 2. 18 Fll & R I 42 72 2 #% ), and S.K. H. Li Ping Secondary
School (B2 /& 22 Jii§ 1 22 ) established in 1960 and 1984 respectively.

The Li Cottage is situated at the corner of Tung Lo Wan Hill Road and
Chung Ling Road. It is elevated above road level on a platform cut into the
hillside supported by stone retaining walls. The entrance gate is situated next
to a village shrine set into a recess in the retaining wall. The name of the
house in English, “Li Cottage”, is engraved on one of the gate pillars. A

U-shaped ramped path leads up to the front of the house.

The house itself is an enclosed courtyard house which faced south.
Western and Chinese styles are combined together in the architectural
composition of the front facade. The main feature of the facade is the perron
or double-entry external symmetrical stone staircase which leads up to the main
entrance. Plain wooden doors are hung in a recessed doorway framed in
granite with an engraved lintel above. The entrance is flanked on either side
by small arched windows with wooden casements hung on iron strap hinges.
The upper part of the wall is rough cast rendered and the lower part of the wall
is a battered rubble wall which forms a plinth. The wings on either side of the
central entrance hall have flat roofs and rectangular shaped windows with
miniature Tuscan columns, green glazed ceramic bamboo pattern grilles, and
ornamental cills. The pitched roof over the entrance hall has green glazed

ceramic Chinese tiles, ornamental gables and red italics bracketed eaves.

The internal courtyard elevations of the house are also architectural
compositions blending Western and Chinese architecture. Tuscan columns on
pedestals flanking doorways, windows featuring foliated and geometric tracery
are combined with Chinese tiled roofs. Ornamental eaves and gables, and
decorative panels of Chinese scenes under the eaves. One interesting feature is
a moulded ornamental window grille with repeated Chinese coin motifs. The
walls facing the courtyard are plastered and painted white. There is a circular
stone bowl or fountain feature in the centre of the courtyard. The rear wall of

the house is simply plastered and painted with no architectural features of note.

Internally, the walls and ceilings of the rooms are plastered and painted
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white. The main rooms have beautiful tile floors of different patterns with
ornamental borders some in the Greek key pattern. A Western style wooden

staircase sews the first floor.

The house owner Mr. Li Shui-kam was well-acquainted with Qing
Dynasty loyalists such as Chan Pak-tao ([5i{[%) (1855-1930) who attained the
degree of Tan-fa (1L, the third place in the Imperial Civil Examination) and
Lai Chi-hsi (FE[ZEE) (1865-1937), a scholar of the Hanlin Academy (¥384Kf%
+) who taught at the Chinese Department of The University of Hong Kong.
The four Chinese characters “Yuk Shan Tso Tang” (FE (L)) carved on the

front door lintel of the entrance hall were the calligraphy of Chan Pak-tao.

The Li Cottage’s grandiose style makes it a rare building type in the
neighbourhood. The house would appear to have been built as a place for
worshipping ancestors, and as a weekend holiday home. As far as can be seen

externally the house largely retains its authenticity.

The Li Cottage holds some social value in the local community.
Although it was built for private use by the Li family, it was built on retaining
walls at raised levels, making it prominently located at the foothill on Tung Lo
Wan Hill Road. To date, the house is surrounded by prosperous greenery,

which makes it virtually hidden from the public road.

The Li Cottage is near to To Fung Shan Road (Z&E\LLI#%) which leads to
Tao Fong Shan Christian Centre (78 &\ LIEE Z(& () (Grade 2) on the hill.
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