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J司 3canlly . HOllg i(C ， 'g 的((lcing ., 8"IÍI)U~ t俏 1 <181 to ol' e ~ r ‘:1 ~ <! i I1'~ '1I)st i11"1I0I:311t 
Hiðlolic U"ba,1 L .a nd3I!S!)司$ (H lJ l31 - ths 17Q '138(.Old GO'/3 ﹒ 勻，'M r. t ;-1'11 hl lh,'30!3r13d :Jy a 
saill :>I~n (I),' :ligh-riso CIJ ,11 n13rr.ial å~'/Olopl，'an l. l'iHI G oJ '.' ~!(.I :.1 an t ﹒ lilf hH 'J hi~toly 通$
hJng u Hong ;(o) nll'~ ~ojonial 可 isto ry ﹒ 1" 18.i 1 ， 的 o t iong ~(t{-~ ，' I可 ， k 'i:l h I 和1 c!3d Íl I 刊00 1)
:("ng. lho co!onia! govoI‘101311t \13$ ion 羽 t3d J,l O. 恥I in C串的 U3 ' Oi， 1 1 il);割~ tM GO'l(Jrn'nonl 
:il1I. Th ia h33 月mai !l3 c1 lh3 slla: ot g<JVIJrt1肌 3nt .Intil 10<:',1'/ . 1"=1;,) "'1:)3 :ocl '.泊 '3 ~he 
00'/3rn013nt HOUS3, 51 .j'Jhn'3 ClIth,ìdral, th3 CO'Jft 'J .' " .nai ;'\ !)P'}訓， tho C3nll'al 
OCV8rn01an: Offlr.3S aoci lhe 3i，;.、。P HOllSll - 1118 03n3(31 hl l!ol!c ,., r1bi3r,C3 ()f 100 ar3a 
;'3~ 5330 lill!a cilang3 OV3( th3 Y3813. A local 111$lo(la川 Ja~I)" WO(dia, ;~3S 1'3markad Ihal 
:ilis i$ ~rooably th3 1811 r3 11lalnlng h3rll8ge pr<lclnCI in Hong :<ong. 1" taC: , .3 consultan ! 
re!)orl comml3$lonGd '>y 111申 governmenl h8& recom r.1 3od<l<l s3 !1 ing 'Jp a $P3cial ?rotl 
8clCJd Aru 10 cons C!rve thls uniqu8 low-rls3, wuo<:l ad i11910110 .H~a ;,1 Cenlr:t l 

A()oul fiv3 Y38 1S 3g0, Ihø HI( gov3rnmenl decld<ld (0 rno.18 i13 Canl(al OovSrnm8nl 
Olflces (COO) to Ihlil harbor fronf. Th <lre wert Ihen wlde discusslon9 aooul Ihe fulure 01 
Ih3 Govarnment HIII. AI Ihat IIme, in ordar to SeCUr3 public suppor! 10( Ih(! 1110V(!, thCJ 
gov8rnmenl made a pl3dge 10 HI( plilople thal Governmer. 1 Hill Y/ould be conserved. 
Howaver, 1851 y8ar Ih8 gov8rnmanl made an announcamCJnt that 1I planned 10 3ell lilCJ 
W3s1 Wing ot COO 10 8 commerclal developar lor high.rl崎 commarclal developmen t. 
NOle that Ih8 Wesl Wing occupias a slgniflCalll part ot Iha GO'/armnenl Hill . Th8 s818 plan 
Involves axcavatlol1 of IìHt Oovernmenl HiII lor underground 5hopping faclllti3s looether 
with a lower whlch is complelely Oul of scale wilt、 Ihe 3xlslin(; HUL 

Twenly NGO groups formed the Gov3rnmenl HiII Concern Group which has \)eal1 wort<ing 
very hard d叫Ing Iha lasl 的w months 10 campalgn ior Iha pro> t8clion and conservatlon of 
Oovernmanl Hli l. W8 urged Ihe gov8lntn8nl . 10 follow lo\tCJrnal ionat guidelines and 
charlers In cons8rving our hlslorlc urban landscapa aM obl~CIOd 10 Ihe 5ale plan whioh 
wlll deflnilely destroy Ih3 integ(ity 01 the HUL. Our Group counts pro{3sslonal arChitecIs, 
。18nn8r$ ， hislorians, legal advisors, 8nvtronmenlal conselvatioo isls，串x . clvll sørvanls and 
many passlonalø clllzens. OUr campaigns have galMd much øubllC support. You may IIke 
10 read mOr3 Intormation about Governmenl HitI and our altorl3 Irom our websile: 

凶凶t監控迪、9.l1蟬的血直nJ!山山的

Howeve(, Ihe governmenl seems to be very d81erminad a切ut $ellin9 Ih8 sila despil。
publlc objecllon and despile ils consultant recommendallon 10 '01 up a Special Prolected 
Ä(ea. 

Members of tha Concern Group 18el 11181 whlla it Is aS$enlial to galn tocal supporl, iI is 
81$0 Imporl8nt to raise Inlernallonal allention aspeclally Ihat 01 the academic communily 
throllgh Forum UNESCO - Unlversity 8nd Herltage nelworlc '(our expressing supporl and 
disseminatlng Ihis informatlon CM make a dlffer3nC&. 

Governmenl HIII is 8n Imporl8nl part of Hono Kong's h19101y. Wct just cannot artord to 
IOS8 Ihis place 

閥割的且恆的的主

Supporl our appllcatlon 10 proløcl 
Our Governmant HIII 
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Sub知ct: fLASH 削1"0: Reply ofthe Oevel叩ment Bureau - Hong Kong Special Administrative Region Oovemmentω 伽Cau for 
ωademìc副poort 'Hong K∞g Oovemment HiIJ at 伽啥叫
To: 

Oear Member. 

P切ue find beIOW恥"陶oIlhe o.v.lopm.nt Burelu -
加呵矢ong Spee'" AdI抽，lñatlv. R句fon 。“emm酬，t
to 甘le Fla!lh InCo .Call Cor a個domiC8YlUlort 'Honll Konu 
Government HII at 的uoat'"ae的側 9 S.ptember 201 1. 

自1 refer to the 8J放油 C811 for Academia._Sωωt1 '1-{0 
H'ill 81 Threat' 馴化h was S8nt out by e-叩叫 by F，αum UNESCO­
Un崎fsity 41叫他ritage (FUUH) on 9 s.pωmb.f 2011, and wish to 
clarify 以Hne mlac棚"回仙"的 the art.削'e.

The ρresent C側tnI Govemment Offlc.. (CGO) in Central ∞mρ府的
的reeρost-waf bu紋fings， 的e Maln. E8Sf 8nd West Wlng. The exlsling 
offlc的 In Ihese CGO bul/dlngs wil/ be 1"610個t9d 10 th6 new 臼ntraJ
Govemment Comρlex 8t Tamar by end-2011. The H∞g Kong Special 
Adm的IstralÌV9 Region (HKSAR) Govemment has been deliberating on 
的e altematlve U$9 of the síte and buí1dl的gs for 80me t，加m

Althω'gh none of the above buildlngs are 也clared monuments 0' 
hlsto，府 buildings a∞orc給d an admínistrative grad/l旬~ Govemmenf 
aρ'preclstes 的@叩ec伺I value of the site and the bUl7dings which have 
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的的eir 峭的用y rønowned historlc buHdings including St John C.的.dral，
the C，側'" 0' Flnal Appeal Bulldlng and 8 S6Clud8d g188n arøa. 
Ac切，叫句飢 lhe An肉的樹 and 蜘nument Offlce 01 胸 HKSAR
Go開mment∞rmml8，的，n8d ahe胸ge consultancy的 2009.lt仰Jclu掏d
的8t 的~ MBln ~nd East W1ngs. should b. re飽的ed 仰ω糾紛叫'ng
alt.mati'憎 U8fl 伽• th.m 18 a challenge) whil. 帥，駒st Wing could be 
demollshed becaU8e 01 Iow historiãal 8，旬n翩翩個 and 8rchitectural 
merlt. The If\i旬st W1ng was /!∞a的d at the wesl ønd 01 the site 叫lh sn 
en胸'nc. 8t Cen伽I bU8Îne88 8188. It WS8 α)/JstructÐd 的 1959 and 
un曲tW6nl some major renovations 的 1998.

The proposed re曲ve/opment0' the 1M個tWlng hlls 的@街，1I0w/ng
characterlstlcs: 

FlrstJ紗; the I8deve/opment w;11 provlde s g18側 pub/ic 叩en spa鉤。f
about 6,800 m2, forming an In的g(81 part of an extensive greenety 
network 的 Central. The green 8pace would enabl. the ∞mmunity ω 
beUer appl8伯伯的e 倘翩翩1 context of 的e site and 船 relatlonship
wÏl的 the more significant hl8ωrlc buildlngs. The proposed scheme 18 in 
l的e with 的'9 heritage ∞In8ultant adv，胸 and WIωIld not 曲'grade 的e
heril絢Ig9 開似'e 0' th9 8ite. 

Secondll弘的ere曲'velopedoffil仿制'ildlng wUI b8 furthef sway from 的e
Maln Wing thsn 的e exlsting offic6lcω酬Jerclal toW9f8如何ntral bU8ine8S 
dl8triCt just ，cro甜的e 8tteet. FUf的erm駒" the rede崎'Ioped offlce 
伽砌的'g wIIl hsve s smaller footprint的翩翩e existlng W98I Wfng and wil/ 
a伽W 紛e open space 伽伽'ntol 的8Ma的 W1ng ω beent呵呵~ thereby 
enabling the 叫“旬ρ'ul.蜘紗 have a beUer 9xpe，枷1個 when vieWi加g 的e
Main Wlng, t胸 mostl恥的dωIly signiflca/Jt 01胸的肉'9 wings. 1I wlll 8180 
allow 的e gfHn areas on 的eh紛紛伽w through a wlder openlng 俗的e
切肋mofthe馴的.npo鉗制øwith 的9 exlsUng West Wfng. 

的e prop08ed røde開I叩menl schem8 01 the West 
的絢te ~010. we 8rë reUning the scheme t8kil崎

ρUD~的∞'mmenω. But we c.tinot .".. 1M帥的e .rllc/e 
.的.t.uchotlω developm側"8 C棚pte“'Iy out 0' 8C，的

H均個繭的制n l.and8cape. We belil俐的at， whether 
KOl1g; or 81:揖W枷苟~8 仰。dωn8flfV8御， pl吶d伽es notn闕n

flly s旬nlflcant si/fi should be kept 
be 811枷叫1. Relstlve 街grees 01 

dÏl胸'rentαmsefVatlon actlons at 8 pla鉤
。" Burra Chanω1. The establlshed cons9fVation charters 

preclüde d8ve必ρmentw肋In a heritage s曲1， 1ft a伽袍的的is clJse 
ne/thef 的e $it. nor th6 three pos島附'r bulldñ崎S lorm IJ formal 

work such as IJddltions ωa heritage ρI/ace may 
mω8S not distort or obscure ti胸 cu/l如'fal

01 的eρ'Iaoo， α. detract 的m 馳的lerpretatlon and 
(Arllc/e 22 0' 

Jt. 

Development Bureau 
Hong Kong Speclal Admlnlstratlve Reglon Oovernment 

IFior,um ~N瞳章。。也拍胸:.1.到且﹒組車撞釗且必且r..a重金鐘;JJl壘l:l且鹽l' 翅壘坐到姐

lJNIVERSIT.i,\l' 
叫)l.n~çNlC，，"
Dl: \3，~\I.l:NCL(I. 

FI.ωhlnr.圖書uppc前胸d bV OIe Unlverlilat Pollècn他a de Valêncla 
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Government HIII Concern Group Reply to Development Bureau Response 個叫I for Academlc 

Support on UNESCO Webstte CGO Concern Group 10 October 2011 

"、e recent response of the Oevelopment Bureau (08) of the Government of the Hong Kong SAR 

Government to the Call for Academic Support Høng Konø Government HIII at threat 15 rather 

dlslnsenuous and manlpula~lns of the facts to $UPport Its development propo叫 to sell a 51gnlfl<臼nt

pa悶。f the hlstorlc Government HIII to a property developer for redevelopment Into a shopplng 

centre bullt Into the hlll wlth a 32- storey offlce towe,r above, as well as what ln effect would be a 

podium garden over the shoppinl centre. 

The 08 response suggests that they appreclate the Speclal Value of the 5lte, mentlonlng that the 

bulldlngs have In their vfclnlty renowned hlstorlc bulldlnss, Includlng St John's cathedral, the Court 

of flnal Appeal and '8 secluded green area', whlle indlcatlng that 110ne of the three wlngs of Central 

Government Offi個s (CGO) are graded hlstorlc bulldlngs. Oevelopment Bureau for some reason does 

not mentlon Govarnment House, the home of the former Brltlsh Govemors of Hong Kong and now 

the reslden悟。f the Chlef Executlve of the HKSAR whlch Is located on Government HIII Just above 

CGO. They 80 on to mentlon that the Government Antlqultles and Monuments Office (whlch comes 

under the DB) comml5sfoned, In 2009" a heritage consultancy for the slte, and asserted that 趴e

consuJtancv 勻。ncJudlld thot the Moln and EIωt Wlngs should be retaln呵. • • • • while the West 1M伽g

could be demo/lshed becouse ollow hlstorlcal51旬InJflcance and archltectural merit." Flrstly we polnt 

out that vlrtually the whofe of Government HlII ls a well~wooded green area, whlch Government's 

consultantqωtes as befng Hperhops Hong Kong's lost remolnlng feol herltoge preclnct", and whose 

buildings "are set wfthln one olthe {ew 'green lungs'的 HOI_IgKong咒

Secondly we oplne that the s明gestion that the DB statement about the consultancy's concluslon Is 

contrary to the facts, as the ∞nsultant states wlth regard to the va吋ousCωwlngs， under 

'Concluslons and Recommendatlons', that 吋he bulldinss are of a high archit也ctural quality and are 

exempfa rs of the beglnnlng of modern offlce deslgn In Hong Kong and of 1950s archltecture 

generally." He does, however rank them In the order ~f Centr.1 Wlng, of hlghest value, then East 

Wlng and wlth East Wln8 as the Iowest. The Presfdent of the Hong Kong Instltute of Archltects 仰的'A}

(whlch i5 Hong Kong's premler body deallng wlth deslgn of the built envlronment) sent a letter to 

Secretary for Oevelopment dated Oecember 2010 attachlng HKIA's wrltten vlews on Government's 

proposals whlch polnted out that, far from recommendlng demolltlon, the consultant "only 

suggests thαt 'the West Wlng l!!!lI! be demollshed' and {urther polntlng out thot "Instead o{ 

recommendlng redeve/l叩ment， the report "has In {act more than once recommended the 

勇于
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preservation 01011 the buifdings on the slte", The HKIA emphasizetl that based on that and other 

observations that "it would not be correct to interpret that the report actuolly suggests or 

recommends demoJishing the West Wing to make way /0' redevelopmen t." 

The HKIA Comments Paper is a well-consldered document and goes on to !1st plannlng justifications 

for preselVlng the west wing, polntlng out that '7he d/spositlon ojthe 的ree buildings 帥的eCGO

complex Is the result 01 excef(ent slte plonnfng with the three buildlng blocks well positioned in 

relotlonshlp to eoch other and the noturollondscape around them, /( The HKIA Paper went onω 

compare the "removol 01 the West Wing and building 0 new 叫'fIce tower on the slte to 的e

omputat，的9 an arm from an otherwise healthy and integral bod:μ ， , ,". As HKIA polnted out to 

Secretary for Development, Government's consultant urged (in his very flrst General 

Recommendation) that "Consideration should be given to creating a 'Special Protected Areo' to 

oCknowledge the well wooded spaces and low-rise buildings 仰的eHong Kong Park, 8otonic Gordens, 

Government House Gardens, the CGO site, the garden between the Cathedrol and the French Mlssion 

8ulldJng, the 8attery Path area and the Sheung Kung Hul s俏."， TheHKIA 臼mments Paper went on 

to polnt out that "under the summarised General Concluslons olChapter 5 that 句t Is suggested that 

there mlght be a cose lor moklng 011 the low rise ond well planted area {nto a Speclal Protected Area' 

where íheJ:Jresumotion woufd be QQalnst anv slQnifl~Qnt redevefoDme.l1t work，九

report that the consultant advocated the creatlon of the 'Special Protected Area' (as well as logfcally 

It clear from his 

the Grading of Central Wing and East Wlng) be起盟 any major development proposals or slmilar 

wefe formulated for the Government HIII Area, Government's consultant rightly pointed out in his 

General Conclusions that "the slte 的elf Is orguabfy 01 higher slgn，明:cance than the bulldlngs, [as It) 

has been the seot 01 Government s的ce the loundotion ol l-long Kong crs an Independent colony." 

With rega rd to the helght of the bulldings on Government HiII the consultant polnted out that the 

low height of the CGO buildings was intended to preselVe the vlew from Government House. He 

emphasizes again the importance of the he旭ht of the CGO bulldirigs under Conclusions ðnd 

Recommendatlons when he states that I~ny new devefopment should respect the low rlse 01 the 

exlstlng buifdlngs and open spαce around them," We take the vlew that the helght of the exlstlng 

CGO bulldings as well as the other buildings on Government HiII lsoffundamental importance to the 

heritage area. 

In the flrst paragraph on Conclusions in the Executlve Summary ofthe hls report Government's 

consultant gives great prominence to hls oppositlon to any klnd of commercial development on the 

slte, where he stresses that l'lt would seem to beVery undeslrable to have commerclal US~ which 



demeaned the historic and current functlon of the building and $Ite." 

1herefore for OB to suggest that "the proposed scheme isln linewith the heritage consultant advlce 

and would not degrade the heritage value of the site" is contradictory to the facts. It can be 5een 

that their proposals, in particular the demeaning of the slte by commercial development, are in 

complete disregard of his recommendations. The community has also seen no sign whatever of 

Government taking steps to create the 甘'peclal Protected Area'悶commended bV thelr consultant, 

。r to grade Central Wlng and East Wing of CGO as re∞mmended by hlm. 

DB's response refers to the shortage of prlme office space In Central (Hong Kong's main CSO) as well 

as the high land values of commerclalland as Justif!cation for their development proposals. They 

refer to the development of the 32-storey off1ce bUJlding and a green publìc open space, but neglect 

to mention the huge partly-sunken shopping centre which was highlighted on their proposals and 

whlch would occupy virtuallv the entlre footprlnt ofthe West Wing site and the fact that (as HKIA 

pointed out in their paper) the publlc open space would be"on top of a podium". Nelther do they 

mention the destruction of historlc wall ahd mature t阿es on the nelghbourlng Ice House Streetj the 

likely destruction of the wooded slope area adjacent to the historic Battery Path and the destruction 

of the scale, natural envlronment and ambience of the historic and attractive Lower Albert Road, 

which would form the rear entrance to the office tower. Regarding thelr argument for office space 

property experts have polnted out that the West Wlng slte could only house a very limited amount 

of office space and the answer to Hong Kong's offlce needs should be to create a new satelllte offlce 

dlstricts, say at the old alrport slte of Kai Tak or another area. They have also crlticlsed 

Government's buildlng of a huge new headquarters on prlme waterfront land at t他 former 1amar 

slte, rather than maklnglt avallable for offlce development. 
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It is our view that in thelr response Government is plalnly 'cherry picking' from their consultant's 

report to suit their pro哺development agenda. As stated, their development proposals are clearly 

contrary to thelr consultant's recommendatlons and would fundamentally destroy the history and 

envlronment of Government HiII. In addltion, there is very wldespread community opposition to 

the sale of a slte, which has been in Government I Communlty hands for over 150 Years, to a 

prope此y developer, in view of precedent cases of destructlon of Hong Kong's heritage and 

environment by developers, as well as what is pe阿eived to be their excessive influence in the 

communlty. 


