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14 December 2011 

Dear Chairman and Members of the Antiquíties Advisory Board, 

On behalf of the Government HiII Concern Group," would like to thank the Chairman and 臨embers
of the Antiquities Advisory Board for meeting with us on November 23, 2011 and listening to our 
preliminary views with regard to the ∞nservation of Government HiII. 

80me of our members also attended the Intemational Conference on Heritage Conservation 2011 
(Dec 12 and 13) where academics and prof，鉤sionals from all over the world discussed new 
instruments and made recommendations for heritage conservation. 

In vìew of the di翁cussíons we participated in, we would like to m為ke the following points: 

1. FrC?m the discussion at your meeting on November 23, we∞ncur with the opinion of many of 
your members that there should be a holistic p拘姆ction of Government HiII as an ìntegrated 
culturall割草dscape or historåc urban .Iandscape. A Conservation Area or 8pecial Protected Area 
encompassing the entire Government HìII with conservation 融 the prime objective should be 
adopted for this significant heritage p舟cinct.

In November this year, UNE8CO formally adopted a Recommendation on the Historic Urban 
Lan悔cape (http://unesdoc.unes∞.ora/imaaeslOQ21/0D2竹O/211094e.Dd特 which provides 
Important instruments and guidelines on protecting historic urban landscape such 翁s Government 
HiII. γhe r駕車commendation defines the hi給toric urban landscape as the urban area understood as 
the resu/t of a historio laye如g of cultural arid natural values a吋臨指ut，鈍， extendíng 偽yondthe
notion of "hi部如髓的'9" or 穹的emble" to include the broader 峭的 context and its geographical 
se甜均﹒

This wider context incJ.峭的健s topography, geomorphology, hydrology and悶卸ral features; its built 
environment, both his楚。ric and ∞ntempo倍ry; 悔 infrastructures above and below ground; 誰'sopen
spaces and ga吋e筒， its fand use pal悔r悶 and部atial organization; perceptions and vi.甜甜

relal討'onships; as welf as 811 other elements of the urban structure. It also íncludes social and 
cultu用Ip措，ctíces and values, ecollomic processes and the in治ngibJe dímensions of heritage as 
t商!ated to diversity and ide成投y.

Thís definït;on provides the bas俗 fora comprehensive and integrated approach for the 
identification, assessment, conservat，的n and management of historic urban landscapes wíthin an 
overal/ susta的able development framework. 

令“

Government HiII is 說n historic urban landscape . its protection should follow the principles, polices 
and tools outlined in this important document. During the International Conference, this issue was 
raised by pa叫cípants and speakers (see President of ICOM08 Advisory Committee, Mr John 
Hurd's pape丹 and it is clear that the historic urban landscape approach i墨 idea"y suíted for 
adoptíon wìth regard to the çonservation of Government HiII, Conservation Areas and Historìc 
Dìstricts have been protected in the UK and the U8 since 1960s and 70s, and recently Hong 
Kong's Ho Tung Garden was declared a st忽tutory monument because of its value as a cultural 
landscape.τhese precedents support the protectìon of Government HìII via the use of the historic 
urban landscape approach whereby a wide area including Battery Path, Central Government 
Offices, the Cou付。fFinalAppe訟， st John's Cathedr刻， Government House as well as the 
Botanìcal Garden should be granted full protection. 

2. We are concerned that the usual gradìng exercise for historic buíldings, whìch the Chairman 
ìntends to pursue and complete in 知'0 months, may not re如ct the signifìcance of this historical 
urban landscape. We would like to poínt .out that our request is NOT just about gradìng but rather 
to ìntegrate the Central Government Offices into the protection of its hístoric urban landsc議pe.lf
the notion of historic urban landscape is not fully acknowl倒ged and adopted, simplistic grading of 
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the historical buildings will be meaningless and even detrimental. We are strongly against any 
hasty and simpli絨ic grading of the Central Government 0會ices明 The entire pr.ocess must be 
conducti倒 with due care. We would like to reiterate that our prime concern í翁的e declaratìon of 
Government HiII a Special Protected Area, as recommended by the government's own consultant 
(Purcell 詞iIIer Tritton) and supported by the UNESCO recommendation on historic urban 
landscape. . 
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3. Wewould 擔Iso insist that the government's 織le plan for the site be immedi為tely withdr詔wnas
the. existence of this propo緣al is undoubtedly exerting political pressures on both the AAB and AMO I 
so much so that they will not be able to proceed 叫th the assessment and declaration in an 
approp別ately objective manner. 

4. Members of the public shòuld be involved as much as po哨ible in the asse鈴mentand
conservation process. we under這，tand that the government's consultànt report is an historic and 
architectural appraisal 0叫y， and, as sUCh，的ould be 剖pplemented by additional research on the 
翁。cía剎1， c仇i丸u此l
i訥ncluωdin吟gp仰ub划lichi為st峙。討做訟n悶械s， archaeologlsts and, most impo吋:antly， members of the ∞mmunity 
的ould be involved in est抽lishing the true significance of the site and in developing polièy for i治
protection. We recommend 錦鋪iOI瀉。，f workshops and h翎rings to 胎 conduçted jointly by. AAB, 
AMO, professional institutes and NGOs in the coming months. On top of that, an archaeological 
investígation of the site, as well.as a study of the air-raid tunnels beneath Government HiII, should 
be conducted as soon 鋪 possible and a report to be produced. There is al80 袋 need for 
transparency with r!均ard to the composition of the panel of èxpe悔， theÎr 的líations， the terms of 
reference and the decision-making process. We are $till waiting for the AMO to supply us with the 
name list of the expert panel and we opihe th$t thís panel should include expe為 from our Concem 
Group. 

In line with the views expres8ed by the eminent speakers at the conference that public participation 
is paramount to a successful outcome with regard to heritage conservation, we welcome further 
disc丸Ission with the AMO and the AAB on the above matters. 

Yours sincerely, 

Katty Law 
Convener, Government HiII Concern Group 

Postaf Address: 


