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JaiJ.uary 30, 2012 

To: Members ofthe Antiquities Advisory Board and its 'Expert Panel' 
c/o 前1e Secretariat Qf the {\ntiquiti髓 Advisory Board 
136 Nathan Road, Tsim Sha Tsui, Kowloon 

To: Members ofthe Town Planning ~oard 
的IF， North Point Goverriment O{fices 

. 333 Java Road, No.吋1 POÙlt, Hong Kong 

Dear AIJ, 

Inapproprlate "redevelopÏôelÍt of the 
g~vernment hea~qu~rtersωmplex 

set withio the h~torie Goveroment HiII, Ceatr:祉， HongKong

SUPlLEMENTARY的FORMATION

1~ rurtJose oft~is.~u"~i扭扭扭

1.1 1 am writing ωprovide supplemen個ry in(~rmati~n ωsuppo此 my r'呵U僧俗
which ~ere s但，t~d jn my' le前:er on the s~me su'姆的t to Members of the 
ADtiq~ities Advi~ory Board and Me~bers of the Town :rlann,og Board on 
November 悶， 20 11, w~ch are ~eiterated in paragråphs 1.2 個.d 1.3 set beIow. 

1.2 To appe~ to members of the AntiquitJes AdvÎSory Board, requesting them 
to consider givi~g a ~is'伽'Ìc grading to the govemme~t headqu缸街時 complex
∞mp~ising three wi~gs which were designed and b:ui虹 in the 19508. 

1.3 To. appeal 切 members ofae TOWR PlaBEing Board， requmthg 血e血 to
consi4er rezoning 也，e Gove~e~t HiJ1 j~t~ a ;heritage precjnpt, keèping it 個
a site for Goventment, Institutioìi. and Community f'GIC") 凶喝﹒

1.4. In this submission, 1 wish 切 point out that the West. Wing is an integral part 
of the set of Central Government Oftices that 曲。uld be pr個erv'ed. It is also 
thë 且越旭，teresting one of伽賦 archlteeturally; 做盟員!impo加削憫
。fthpset， sodally;mdae盟蟬!utUi他iànoneof也e S~~ fÙÌl(~onally. 

2. Thë WES'l'_Wn可'G is aJi io_te2.ral öart 01 the CeotralGovèrD_nleat Officω 

2.1 Designed by the Architectural' 0館自 of the Public Works Department，也e
Centra1 Oovernment OfficesωInsist ofthree, blocks of oftic喝.官le East Wing 
(1954) and Central Wing (1956) 缸'e connected to each other, wbile the West 
Wing (1959) is adjacel攝. In Hong Kong Annual Depar，伽ental Report by the 
D恥~ctor ofPu恥 Works for the Ft棚!cial Years 1953-54 and 1954-55, the 
Government OfÌices project was described in the following way: 
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2.4 

2.1.1 The flrst phase comprised 80 percent of the East Wing; 

2.1.2 The second phase of the project included the extension of the E踏t
Wing and foundation work -and basement for tb,e Central Block; 

2.1.3 The tbird phàse included the remainder of伽 Central Wing (i.e. the 
CoIonial Secre'他iat anc;l Legislativ~ Council Chi11tlber); 

2.2 

2.3 

Quoted 食'Om South China Morning Post article，“'80缸d's rating move could 
save west wing," November 24,2011., 
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The Chtna prtnctptes promulgated in2003by 也.e State Administration of 
Cultural Heri個齡， The People's Republic of' China; have sent us a clear 
'ml的sage: '‘'In a11 cas招也e principl個 of m~taining the. social benefits of a 
[historic] site niu到 be upheld. As far as possible, the- use of a site must be 
consistent with its values. ,;“Socia1 benefi跑前e maximized through 'eff~ctive 
conservation me臨U血s 也8t reveal a site's 創Ithenticity and its intrinsie . 
historieal eharacter" (Articlés 4.1.1 & 4. 1.3). 

The proposaI for 'al1owing a developer 切時move the historic hillside of the 
Govemment Hill and demoiish ~e West W姐.g isωn缸缸yωconservation
effort to revl胡1 the Govemment Hil1's "authenticity and its 姐.trinsie

• historieal character." We'v.e had enough bad ex:amples, e品也.e foriner 
Marine Police Headquar切:r8， .soldωa developer.and now..a hotel-cum..mall 
.∞mplex~ whic~ have been “:emasculated and reduced 如 ωicatures of their 

former glory." Z Have:的we done enougb damage already? 3 

.Pr，倒ervation of曲.e existing Government HiIl can educate young people and 
give 曲em a greater 8ense of belong迦g to Hong K.ong. .Some people argue 
曲的 the 1950s Government Offic個∞mplex is oot that old, but heritage is not 
just about age. The West Wmg of也e Govemment Ofñces complex 1s p前tof
whatw揖 a significant peri~d in the. city's history, and. therefore des~rves to 
be.pr，個eriTed， .個!pëcially in Hong Kong where血e city shèds its s組IÍ every 20 
ye前s.， let alone every half cen個ry. . 

2.5 

2.6 

'1. 

t 

-f7 

2.7 

. . 

The WE_ST__WING is the most interωting among the three wings of the 
Central Government. Offiees,.ilrchitecturallv 

The gover ... ent's herltage cons叫個別 σur嗨11 lMiU釘 Tri尬。n LLP) 
慨:pressed that the 也ree wings of 也.e Central Governmént Offi悶s complex 
“are of hip architectural quali句 ~d are 恆.emplars of伽 beginning of 
modem offi也e design in Hoog Kong and' .of 19S()s 缸chitecture genera11y" 
(The Âppraisal page 135). In御ω，tingl:抗也.e govemment's consultant a180 
poin紐d out tbat the three wings'. slightly variant architecture 時flect. 也s
periods 也.eyw位eb叫址:

3. 

』﹒

3.1 

Comp缸'edωtheE恥tWmg， ‘明le Central Wing, and iri. p缸ticu1缸 the West 
W扭，g， display a more ‘stripped-down' ，自mçtionalist versioll. of modemism 
that developed.as the build progr個sed" (The Appraisal page 20). 

Asséssing the 卸的 wings on a ∞mparable basis, the govemment's heritage 
ωns叫做:t s個，ted 也at the East Wing i8 bui.lt on a ground. which “is g'棚叫ly
t1前，叫血ough outside o.f 也.eb叫ld旭.g line 怕也.e n，耐由社早lop髓 down sharply 

3.2 

M缸y Melvi1le's letter to South China Morning Post， “Residen臼 must stop 
heritage si協 being ruined by. officials'and developers," January 26, 2012. 

Peter Thompson's le位erω South China Morning Post, “'Prevent rep開.t of 
ruined HQ [former marine police headquarters]," March 14,. 2011. 
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towards 8t Jo恤's Cathedral." The Central Wing is “constructed on a flat site 
at a right angle to 血.e west ofthe East Wing." (The Appraisal. pages 21 & 25). 
The West Wing is built on a sloping landscape ofthe Government Hill: 

“The West Wing is the largest bui1ding ofthe group. Its site is the most 
ωmplex of the three, t1at at the east but sloping away sharply towards the 
w閱t， wit1}_ the result that the building ranges 貴。m7s細胞:ys 前 the east end 
(71h ω 131h t1oors)ω14 at 也e west 包.roUnd to 13th floorS)."“~ehighest 
point of 13 storeys to th~ wes脂:m end.of the West Wing is mote the result 
ofthe natural topography 也an a desjre 的 buil4ing high" (The Apprais，αL 
pages 19 & 30). 

3.3訂閱缸C趾tectura1.uniqueness ofßte.W~t Wing, which ,is skil~fuIly built.on a 
very steeply sloping sitè of the historic' Gövernrilt~rit Hill, w部 perceived by 
也.e govemment exper個 d田ing 也.e d的ign s個.ge of the Central Oovernment 
O飽~es.. .T~e .follo~ing message is taken from Hl!ng !(ong Annual R有port
1958. when the coristructi()n ofthe West Wing w:臼 ne缸Jy coniple記:d:

叮he West Wing, 'which is the final s個ge 9f 也e Central Government 
Oftic.e~. oQ. .Hol.lg. ~o.Q.g Isl~Ø，. w，街Il~~.fl$ ~.q~pJ~ti~~ :~l th~.. e~d Q.~ the 
year. 泊ús bui(ding, wþich will acconimodate. t1:te .offices of several 
Government d，停訂tmen搏， is built on a verJ sieeply sloping site à.nd has six 
floors at one end and th41een fl~ors at the 'other; this added ωnsid.，rably 
拘 *he eomplexity ofth~ structure." (pages 227-22~) 

3.4 TJae Hong Kong Instit~te of Arehiteçts (~) point out th~t 也.e West 
Wing is a. fine example of a "elimbing buildi~g" on a natural sloping terrain 
with- v~rYing :t1oor~ plans on' each -level. 4 -In their .sub~iss1onωthe 
Developmen~ BU;feau，也.e HKIA suppo~ the preservation of the Government 
HilI s~te， quoting tQÇ gov~qunent's co~ùl跑到's rq>ort: “Consideration should . 
be givenωcreat~g a ‘8pecial Pro記ct~d ~ea' 的 apknowle~ge 血e well 
woodè4 spaces and low-rise buildings aitd... presuÒ1ption would be agai~st 
any signlfteant redevelopment work." 

3.5 Retired government architeefs 缸eun倒也nous in their view 也.at the West 
Wing of the Govemment Offices complex is a fme piece t)f Functiona1ist 
architectlire of the 1950s. It “fulfills the Functionali$t. do~trine by being a 
rati仰平1 個d，.pra~~cal solutionωthe problem of buildirig 'ón an awkwardly 
~loping ~!t~，.. ris~g ω 也e， chal:l~n，電 with 個個sured aitd robust architecture 
that is un∞i~promising' in' i.髓，éxecutlon." "Not 曲.at it's a m缸velous
architecture but 1 think it's a good solid design，'~ said another architect. ;) 

4 South China Morning Post article,“'Call for west wing to be 防部ewed---'"
December 29, 2010. 

The words of Gillian Aitken and Michael Wright,“80ul of the City - E髓t
Meets West" Exhibition held in Convocation Room, Room 218, 21F, Main 
Building，甘le Univi前sity of Hong Kong, Janu甜y 9-10,2012. 
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3.6 . Mic恤ef"Wr站恤叫80 pÓ扭扭d out that 呵he'Icè House'S位明t eild" of the', West 

Wing was built of loeallý quarried granite. “~.lot 'of thought a lot óf care 
went姐itò mak泊.g sure.tb前 we would get a gr叫做也at woul缸't sta妞，"he
said. 羽1e 桐樹ng team looked at different quarries,. including M峭的In Hil1, 
and finally settled on the Diamond HiII quarηw隘ch provided rocks of the 
be到 quality (y ouTube: b誼。:I/www.vou伽be.com仰胸:h?v=ONTaeOMZPU2).

3.7 The following illustration gi凹s a glimpse of how the ~歸t Wing has been 
S組lIfully des~gnedωr臼，pect也.e urban space around Bat能:ry Pa:由. In effect, a 
Functio也àlist b剖lding of 也.e 1950s is intimately 扭扭grated into a valued 
his個ric precinct，切 produce a pleasant public space harmoniQus 怕也.enat世'81
enviro個nent and surrounding greenery. 
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1.t;:一體戶rk
Sour鉤。f illustration: The HOI有g Ko.略andFar East Butlder, Vol. 12, No. 4, 
1956 (reproduced in South Ch的aMorning Post, November 3, 2011) 

3.8 1 agree wholeheaø;edly with Michåel Wri品tth成龍 is u吋凶tifiableω k:nock
down 也e West W"mg and r，句1ω it wi也 a 30 storey commercia1 bui1ding 
ωgethèr with a 呱呱缸tificial park. He is objective in his description 紐d
critical (yet fair 缸ldp配偶ptive) 恆 his eva1uation: 

‘t 也ink Hong Kong 泊 very wel1 off in. p個:ks(扭曲.e area)... [There are] 
HongKongP缸k. ChaterG前den by the Supreme Co前已 by the Legislative 
Counci1 Bui1ding... They have got the bo伽lÌcal garden a bit fu的.er up the 
隘11." “1 don 't tbink 也可 E個lly need ano~er p前k in that 缸倒.缸'8 ql凶.te
unnec閱捌y and will be de帥nen個1 怕也.e appearance of Hong Kong." 
(YouTube:hIttD:l/www.voutube.comlwatch?v=ONT抽OMZPUg)，
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4. The WEST WING is the most important among the three wings of the 
Central GoverÌlment 0饋的S，也必II!

4.1 The ‘social value' of a b自itage site, or ‘communal value' 師也e English 
Heritage put it in 血.eir recently promqlgated Conservation Princiþles Poltcies 
and Guidance for the Sustα'inable Management ofthe .Historic Environment 
(2008) r~fer~ ~o.“自emeaningsofaplace forthepeoplewhorelateto 址， or for 
whom it figures 旭 their coI1ectlve expériènce.or mëmo可."

4.2 .Dr Hilary. du Cr:os, a membèr of ICOMQS, has po恆ted out 曲叫“what the 
[governinènt's] consultant [whièh is a, Bri說sh 翻白 of c.onserVation ~rchite的l
was asked to do is the basic minimum" and 句'e can 't have architects talk 
about the sócio~póli#cál signifiëánce~;，6' Indeëd，也eωIns峭的's dismissal of 
血e .soclat' våiue)s. .~hown ~. the following sentencç otØte Appraisal: 

‘'Thefact 也~t 80 many of these uses [of govemttl~fit offices] ~ave c個sed
or moved eI~~~4ere ançl the spaces and finishC$ ~av~ chap.g~4 means鯽

. a great deal. of ~~..potentia1 historic atcbitectural. and sqci~1 inte .. ~st of 
thebuildingshaShenipsf'@age30)jJE 

4.3 The government's .çons叫偷祉18 report is rich in ~istotïcal 8rid' arc~tectural 
ii:ïCormatiöii abotit 也e . Cè~traf GQve~erìt ~Offices complex, how~vl吭血e
consultant's rejjoit cann仗，扭扭曲.e i~stäricès J~oted below, t~1l血.e whöle 
st。可 of ~hat it. ,is ~n the min4 ò( Hong Kong peòple. We need 如 resort to 
Hong Kong people. to get an Un~erstanding. of the social meatiing of the 
Govem.m.ent Oftices, especially the Wω(Willg. 

眼 like me, wiU v，vid~y' re~eD:lQ，çr. pëd叫ic :v.is.its 的 thc
WestWingωpay inè:ö~e taJùt~ thé ~lân~Rev~~u已 De，
晦..， : The West .Wing is a180 ~h缸e 血.e..Govenùnent Inf 
S) phQtos 'were avai1able' for:. public inspection. Adt 
ticalIy. important the Cen甘aI and E甜，tW:蚵gs might t 
嘻~thäfevo.~es the masses' ~~~tio的﹒、.

C削'al削E制 Wingsp帥均providedoEicjmcq
'e senior memb虹'sof也.e civil. sei'Vice and thua w前'C I扭
扭lpublic-!ITIC Westwlag,howevegisofhighersot 
泊.~ åS såld, tÌlè :'si~ é>f deþat值neni 、OE16個世呵uentlyu:

前lerefore， the West Wing arouses public sentiment in. the same Ji1anner as 
other historic landmarks, such âs Queen's Pi~ orKing Yin Lei, do or did. 

4.5 

6 South China Morning Post .article, UExpert insulted 倒 charter '.misused' for 
hill pr'吋ect，" November 17, 201 1. 
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4.(; Hong Kong historians have expressed profoundly their unfettered attachment 
切 the West Wing. They said the plan 旬 redevelcp p缸t of Oovemment HiIl 
for commercial use will spoi1 the more-than-a-century-old landscape, Which 
is an important reminder of Hong Kong's colonial 凶，story. 甘le following 缸e
ex仕acted 企om South China Morning Post article “WωtW:姐，g should be kept, 
say historians," November 19, 2010: 
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個The West Wing itself is an extremely functional piece of archi記cture， but 
it should be handled wi也 caution; 在也，e hill is removed， ωin 1881 
Heritage, it would be a failure," Dr Joseph Ting Sun-pao said, referring to 
誼le former marine police headquarte扭扭 Tsim Sha Tsui.,“;As a histori帥，
l' d prefer to see the landscape kept 扭扭C丸" he said, describing it as the frrst 
town planning initiative by the British. 

前le Central Government Offices should be seen 倒 an integral p前t ofthe 
landscape shaped by the British colonial rulers since 由，e 1840s. “Selling 
p缸t of 也，e hill [Governmelit Hil1] would amount ω[eradicating colonia1 
御的s]，" said Simon Chu Fook-keung (former direct肘。f the Government 
Records Service) who said the West Wing should be used as an archive 
museum to showcase important hisωdcal documents related to the ci句﹒

4.7 The West Wing and the Government HßI at 加ge 缸'e full of memories for 
世le Hong Kong people who worked to make the city prosperous. We need to 
conserve the soul of 也，e city and its memories, by conserving bui1dings and 
unique urban landscapes. We must say “血。，" to the i1l-conceived proposaI for 
sel1ing this significant portion of the Government Hill to private developer. 

lbLFIll--ll 

5.' The WEST WING is the most_uti扭扭ria!! among tbe three wings of the 
Central Government Offiees, funetionallv 

5.1 The government's heritage consultant frankly stated that the West Wing “is 
tbe most utilitarian" among 也，e three wings of the Central Government 
Offices (The Appraisal, page 20). This h細 been pointed out in Hong Kong 
Annual Depar，伽ental R，些port by the Director 01 Public Works for the 
Financial Year 1953-54, in which the wl個t Wing is described 個 being

“built up of 4' 6" wide window bays, and in侮mal partitions can be erected 
between any two windows. Thus 'Ïntemal t1exibility is obtained, since 
offices may be built up of any multiple of 4' 6". Where desirable, the 
eorridor partitions may also be omitted to prD'討.de large registriωand 
drawing oftiees extending the fu1l 45' 0" widtll of the building" (page 4) 

5.2 The current administration h訟 announced th到 the 12th tloor of the West 
Wing wßl be used as temporary oftiee of the ebief executive-designate. 
This office will op目前e for three months from March 25, 2012, with 削 aim
to help the chief executive-designate form a governing team and arrange a 
smooth transition. Using the West Wing for 曲is pu叩ose is akin to saying 
that the West Wing is stm usable and 血，at demolition is unnecess前y.
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5.3 

5.4 

6. 

6.1 

6.2 

6.3 

The fact 血at the West Wing is still usable and remains highly utilitarian, also 
means that it is easily adaptable 切 av前iety of new public uses. If Hong 
Kong's career bureaucrats 個ke a step backward, they'd realize th剖 it wil1 be 
in the broader interests ofthe community to scrap the West Wing demo1ition 
and land sale proposal. It will also be better to find out how the site could be 

v 即ed for public benefit instead of selling it to priv甜。 developer.

Rather than demolish buildings such as the West Wing of the Government 
Offi.ces, there can be creative altemative proposals. .Just to give one example, 
a French architect who moved to Hong Kong about a ye前 ago， said she could 
see possibilities to 個rn the West Wing into a mixed-use centre to bring 
diversityωCentral， based on her experience working on 也，e revitalization of 
post-war social housing complexes in Le Mirail, outside Toulouse. 7 

What's Next? 

Set up as a seat of government since the 1840s，也e Govemment Hill is a 
source of memories to Hong Kong people. "The public deservesωsee 也is
historic area developed in a way which makes us proud of." 11 It wi1l be a 
great pity and gre剖 loss that this historic landmark is destroyed. 

The Government Hill is “perhaps .Hong Kong's last remaining heritage 
precinct" (The Appraisal page 128). We do not want 伽 current and future 
generations to have no attachment to the place, which is a historic urban 
landscape 也at defines the uniqueness of old Hong K.ong. 

Please wi1l the Antiquities Advisory Board and the Town PI個ning Board 
get their ac的 ωgether 切 facilitate the conservation of the Government Hill 
and the Central Government Offices complex as a public asset inherited from 
thep的t forthepr臼entand fuωre generations. 

主r

‘ 
們

A Hong Kong-based conservationist 

C.c. 

7 

s 

Government HiII Coneern Group 
的Ms. Kitty Law Ngar-ling 

Legislative Couneil Panel on Development 
C/O Legislative Council Secretariat 

Purcell MiIler Tritton 個K) Ltd, government-commissioned consultant 
d。她'. Michael Morrison 

South China Morning Post PubUshers Ltd. 
c/o StaffReporter 

South China Morning Post article, "80缸d's rating move could save west 
wing," November 24, 2011. 

South China Morning Post editorial,“Public has S'峨山 Oovemm削 Hill，"
November 17, 2011. 
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