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Dear Members of the Expert Panef and the Antiquities Advisory Board, 

To assist ìn your determination of a grading recommendation of the Central 
Government Qffices 5ite whì品 includes the 3 buildings 怨。wn 的 the West, East and 
Main Wings and the contîguoíu莖 government-owned land, the Government HiII 
Concern Group offers the fol40wing summary where we make reference to a number 
of reports and appraisals: 

Abbrevi喜tions used 
會MγCentral Govsrrnmernt Offices 約istorÎc and Archñtedurai Appraisa! 

by Purcell M iUter Tritton (PMT) 

Governme綠色封閉 Compe們dium

by Governme.nt HiII Concern Group 
GHC 

有，e GlI'eatest Forr機 ~as No Shape: Three lExemplary Work翼。f 的。ng
KongMod獻給 ArchitednJIø'e

by Vito Bertin, Gu Daqin草 and Woo Puí-leng (BGW) 

BGW 

!l"IItei"Vlew w!th 織fchae! Wrfght，的ief arcnited of CGO 
byGovernme給t Hill Concern Group 

Vìdeo 1 

'1I'he CO~喻ruction o1f Ci發OW斜t Wlnø.且學57-事務I fl~med byJ。她 Ai臨eU1伽

Wsst Wlng [Gl"cjeá archltect 
Video 2 

80th videos and the Government HiU Compendium can be vìewed at 
www.t!overnmenthìll.or妥

Statements by Ron Ph嘻i其1I諒11.0鄧章 {c∞O綸咱arch蚵lÎt純ectοofC1投室γHall) and Gi削1制ilal'1l Attken (John Aî扯tken
d臼a糾u哺』崎ghte辟的r丹)c刮 b快e f;如。ω泌納彷材di川nA郎p掙pen叫di以χ 1&2 . . 

While your evaluation will not take into aCCQunt any possible reu締。r redevelopment 
option章" we do polnt ouï tvvo false statements in the PMT report. 

False 草草緝毒桶ent 1: Section 4.5 p 130 

"that Government has an oblìg說ìon to maximize the potential value of any site 
and the best way to 010 this ÎS by permi討ing red的elopment"

持Ise state械制t 2: Section 5.5.2 嘲 page 146. 

"Financial pressures 巾ean that part of the west end of the site wìll need to be 
redeveloped." 
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It i萃， therefore, important wnen reviewing the PMT report that any conclusions or 
recommendatîons based on the false statements above be ignored.τhese 
considerations should not form part of any criterion for a莘莘essment by the AAB ~ to 
take into account anyωch consideration would render your recommendations liable 
to be challenged in law for taking into account irrelevant factors. 

We would like to remind the Expert Panel that you have the power under Chap切r:

S3 ANTIQUITfES Ar娃。 MONUMENTS 0錢DINANCE to advise 0n anv matters relatín震 to

antiQuities. 

Vou are not constrained to advise on the buildìngs alone. 

Chapter: 53 ANTIQUIτIES AND MONUMENTS ORDINANCE 
Section: 18 Board may adv馳 Authority 30/06/1997 
The [Antíquìti的 Advísory 1 Board may advise the Autho泛tyQn anv ma前e俗 relatinJ! to 
antiauìties, proposed monuments or monuments or referred 泊忱 forcons叫tation

under section 2A(1), section 3(1) or sectìon 6(4). 

IProlect scope: the blJ i~ clJ lngs and 宣告e site to be evaluated 

Weare 齡必ming that the buildings and site you are evaluating - generally outlined ín 
E虫史!l in the graphic below . is all the contigυous Government land bordered by Ice 
House Street, lower Albert Road, G翁rden Road and Queen's Road Central 酬 exduding

Inl謹nd lot 8887 Sec A, and RP, outlined in dashed red lìnes, and the St. John's 
Cathedral sìte. 
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以le compare this to the Ho TlJng Gardèns site evaluatiorl map where you reviewed all 
structures 議nd gardens on the entire lot. ThÎs slte was given a Grade 1, pending 
monument 5tatus. 

( 一 一一i島嶼扭扭紐約特啦啦岫血
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Another grading precedent ÎS the Cllty HlaU Comptex (G持de 1) 

The AAB evaluated the entire complex when it graded the Hong Kong City Hall 
Complex which include buildíngs, open space and garden areas. 

1. Historic use of open space was consîdered: 

"The open spac.eJn between the Citv Hall and the OJ.Leen's Pier was al50 a special 
area for most of the historiCi:11 events. Royal visitors lncluding HM Queen 臼Îzabeth

11, HRM Prince Charl的， Princess Diana Qa_ssed throu且h 泊 before en極ringthe Cî句

Hall. " 

ForGo呼ernment HiII, this wo叫Id be comparable to the prote5t path of hundreds of 
thousands, if not millío侶， of Hong Kong people who exercised their legal rights by 
walking through this site, startîng 說 the West Wing entrance on Ice House Street, 
passinR thrOUJ:h Battery Path and then up to the Burmese Rosewood at the entrance 
to the Main Wing. 

2. Garden s御自 W的 consîdered， and the nature ofthe space. 

''The Me__morial Gard鍍金 is of modern de主ign incorporating paved areas at 
di仟:erent leve始Þ steps, planters, benches, water features and a Memorial 
Shrine. Modern sculptures, grassed area and!'f\轟ture trees soften the 
harshηess of the stark 訟avin處11

For Government HiII thîs would be comparable to the numerous m滋ure trees, ellen 
the ones not dedared "old and valuable" and the seatîng areas around the site that 
take advantage of the matu符 t時也 to 50ften the harshness of the star~ pavÎllg 
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3. 吋he City Hall玉皇恩話星星 has built heritage value" 

Tne CGOf立思崑受吏。n Governme批判;11 has built herita鑫evalue

莓，“City Hall has been a culturlll centre for Qver 40 veafs. 

Government Hîll has been the centre of Government for 0ver 170 vea悶

?誰e Central Govern織發財 Offùces on 發overnment HiU 

For tne present assessme肘， we refer to the fl站。lIowír璿.
p紋ro吋，ject S獄i投te缸: 
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Historicallnterest 
a. GHC - Section 17 酬 Hísto吋 of Government Hill 
b. PMT report 叮叮l1e governance of Hong Kong has only ever been the function of 
Government Hill.N 吋he CGO has a significant a零零ociation to the Hong Kong 
Government …having been home to both the British government in Hong Kong and 
the HKSAR government after the handover of power." 吋he CGO ìs located on 謹

hf主torically signifìcant site WhHCh has maintaíned its governmental function for over 150 
years/' 
c. Vi~eo 1-CGO chief architect's comments on the historical signifìcance of the site 
d. Video 2 叫 documentary showing how the West Wing w喜s built in the 19505 

Architectural Mell'it 
a.PMT 呵 "The CGO are architectur辜lIy Important as a good example 01 19草05
'Functional' archítecture in Hong Kong." 句he buildings wer會 at the 'cutting edge' of 
。有ìce design and therefore technological句話vanced/'

b.GHC 可 Sections 7 and 8 - Ar,hitecture ofthe W的t Wîng; Sec 11 HKIA 
submission: "West Wing is a ñne example of a 'dìmbíng building' on a slope - a 
characteristìc type of buildings in the early days of Hong Kong, with the building 
actually climbing up a natural sloping terraìn wíth varyin喜 plan sizejshape" 
c. BGW鴨勻he three buildîngs ofthe Central Government Offices were 
planned as a whole ... West Wing reflects the high level of design in terms of si嗨，
programme, structure, and composition‘ M 

d. Video 1 - Origînal archìtect可 description ofthe CGO design 
e. Video 2 - Site formation for West Wing 峭的e challenging slope work 
g. Ron Phillips' statement (Appendîx 1) 
h. Gillian Aìtken's 草綠綠的ent (Appendíx 2) 

Rarity, 8uilt Heritage Vàiue a紛d Authenticity 
a. PMτ申辦The CGO are the only surviving government 0有ices constructed in that era," 
"The CGO are the best preserved examples of 19505 Functional archîtecture in Hong 
Kong and may have influenced the design of other buildings.1I IIThe CGO buíldings are 
some of the best preserved e結mpl的 of 19505 archítectllre in the re~ion." "The CGO 
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are an unusuallow ri鉛印rviv司 I in Central." N.. one ofthe few buHdîngs in Hong Kong 
where the horizontal element量 of the desìgn are emphasízed more than the vertical." 
b.BG趴wμ… "Th怡ed血es剖ig伊n level οofHοn嗎gK愉。n呵g modernist bu凶1訴il泌di趴ng醉草益缸r摺e ∞mp帥ar昀abl峙et峙。 t結ha氓t 
。oft舔he b悅e草懿t works of ar阿ch可|比te舵C削r恃ei泊彷 thew。昕rl岫da肘t the t衍ím金/.車'1#1

Government Of頹軒ces are without doubt the exemplary works of modern architecture in 
Hong Kong." 
C. GHC - Sections 7 and 8 叮 Alrchitecture of the West Wing; Sec 17 …Air-raid tunnels 
underneath Government Hill (mîlitary/war heritage) 
d. Video 1 且 Original architect's appraisal of the built heritage value; his descríption of 
the great thought and care put into finding non-staining gran快e from loc副主ources
(Diamond Hill) and the involvement ofprofessionals from HKU 
e‘ Video 2… Site formation for W的tWing

f. Ron PhilUps' statement (Appendix 1) 
g. Gillian Aitken'室主tatement (Appendix 2) 

學ocial Value & i.o甜flnterest
必 G持C - Sec 17 - CGO i:lnd Hong Kong people (West Wing Public Enquiry Servîce in the 
196誨， air-raid tunneJs as milítárvfwar heritage, CGO as 喜n import泌的 place for cìvic 
engagement) 
b, PMτ一勻he CGO are sOdaljy signîflcant as a place associ說“ with publîc protest and 
the public's rìght to voice th-eir opinion." 

GrcupVah.le 
a. BGW 一吋'ogether with the Central Wing, the W的t Wing defines a space …the main 
entrance area of the CGO....發 svmbolic front of the govemment headquarters運 Centred

and aligned wîth the axis of the Govemment House, this space implies a clear Întention 
,in it site planning. The West Wing forms the protectîve layer between the commercial 
area and the Govemment House, and al50 between the city and íts greene吋"
b. PMT一吋he CGO are closely associated with some oftlle most signi封信nt historÎC 
buìldings in Hon路t<ong.1#付hrough the ωmmo鈴 lan忽Jage of form, massing and detaÎI 
主uch as exposed ∞ncrete framir嗨， steel framed glazing and gr制ite elements the (CGO) 
building草紛紛doubtedly have group value." 
C重 Vídeo 1 …Mlchael Wright: "The three buildings, were all 為“伊祕 as a whole. It 
would be a great pity to knock one of them down, for historical reasons they shoul~ be 
retained as a government office complex designed In the 19505 to meet 喜 particular

purpose." 
d. Ron Phillíps' statement (Appendixl) 

Immediate Envirot'ls 
a. GHC … 5舵 14 Tree & landsεape report: ''The vegetation around the CGO is an 
extensÎon of the urban forest from the Botanical Gardens and Government House to 
the heart of Central." "A sustainable urban forest ...not designed 著nd constructed 
artificially, but has been taken care by nature." 
b.PMT 喘 "The CGO's physical setting is sign的cant 部 it is located near to several of 
Hong Kong's most import議nt historic buildíngs and also some of its most iconic modern 
buildíngs. Also very signiflc我nt is the location of the CGO within one of the large汶
'green lungs' in the city …﹒ ano詰is in the busy urban environment." 
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In summ蓮旬I the Central Government Offìces on Government HiII is a symbolic site 
strongly assodated with governance in Hong Kong~ it is a culturallandmark of Hon草
Kong as a city with an outstanding nistory.τhe entire CGO complex whích includes the 
surrounding hístorìc urban landscape has immense historìcal, cultural, architectural 
and social sí莖nificance， and should be c訟 refully conserved within a Spedal Protected 
Area. The Government HiII Concern Group therefore recommends the AAB to accord it 
a Grade 1 st試us pending a declaration of monument. 

Plea主e note that in addition to this written submission, we will prepare for a further 
formal oral presentation to both the expert panel and the AAB in the coming future. 
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τhank you for your kind attention. 

Regards, 

K轟tty law 
For and on behalf of Government Hill Concern Group 

TheGoνernment Hill Concern Group is Ofl ollíaflce of 21 environmentaf and heritoge conserllQtion groups and 
coocerned professiollols/members 01 the public: 

Central 品這 W的tern Concern 5roup, The Profe~草地naJ Commons, Desìg鴨ing f.l ongKan窮， Gr，體制 Sense， Greeners 
Action, The Con草草rvélncy Associatio叫做rltage Watch, C口mmunlty Alllil l1ce for Urban PJanning, Comm泣nity
Development Initîative. Save Our Sh的 reli nes, lung Fu Sh昌n Envlronmen電 Concern Group, HK Red車型車lopment
Concern Grouþ. Heritage H組ng Kong, Cjear the Aì九 Gr曹en Environmental 悔喜IthGroup，如uthTokw，鼻祖an Concern 
Group, Society for Protectìon of the Hartlour, Soho R且sldentsζommitte腔， MinÎ $potter心 World CitV Committe唔，
。ragon Garden Cha尚品le Trust 
CoI'It單位 address:

W竺，，L
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An impression of the Central Government Offices, Hong Kong and Far East Builder, 
195ι Vol.l之 No.4
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Appendix 1 

Concern for Hong Kong穹s Buitt Environment 
by Ron Phillips 

、 h. n 
~n 

I was a practicing archìtect in Hong Kong during the 1950s and 1960草， the period whïch 
saw the beginning of the incre這ìble development 01 one ofthe most dynamic places in the 
world. 

行lis w剖 at a time when The Peak back drop viewed from the harbour was largely green, 
but even in those early days and in anticipatîon of what was to come, it was recognised 
that envîronmentalJy there wa韋造 needto 時feguard the amenity of free movement of 
pedestrians and the princîple of high.level walkways was established. 

Astheco編architect for the City 科alJ I returned to Hong Ko睹 for both its 30th and 40th 
喜nniversaries in 1992 and 2002 and during the former visit I was delighted to feel that 
whilst amazin惡 changes had taken place there was still some element of the human scale, 
and urban spaces were being respected jf not expanded. 
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My latter visit was I的s reassurín也 As an examp悔I the 納全n Star Ferry concourse and car 
park, whích w部 designed as 間rt of an overall City Hall urban space embracing the 
Memori法I Garden, the S的 Front， Cenotaph, and Statue Square had descended into a 
down-at-heel image. For one thíng to see the clean lines of the car park building defaced 
with 5uch poor commercial advertîsing, which bordered oJl graffîtÎ, it was a great 
disappointmer校 to me.1 knew能說 itw的 inevitable that the Star Ferry Pier草 would
eventually be relocated, but to see that environment which h曇d been thought about 50 
carefully to be so abused I found dîstressìng and lacking in respect for its u鈴rs.

I am shortly to retum to Hong Kong for the (ity Hall's 50th anniversary and from what 1 
hear 1m議y experience other disappointments, but being an optimist I hope for the best. 

It is a known fact th說 the only constant in life is change and one cannot stand still, 
however, there is a danger of it being used 斜的 excuse to sweep aside things of 
envîronmental value purely for economic reasons. 侮r reasons of contìnuity one cannot 
ignore history and there must be serious regard for what 誌IikeJy to be sacrificed 喜nd byso 
doing to ask what does it contr4bute to the community and the environment. 

I understand that for infrastructure and reclamation reasons the pubfic open space in front 
of the Cltv Hall has regrettably been sacrificed together wÎth the Queen's Pier. Such 1055 of 
public access and amenity in Central, where it has always been in short supp旬'， can be îll-
afforded and the mean事。f escapìng the hurly burly of the city centre has now been 105t for 
alltime. 

I have heard that the West Wing of the Centr為 I Govemment Offices is to be demoli甜甜 to

make way for another officel的opping development and this gives me sorne concern. 

I well remember this wing of the Central Government Offices being built and how the 
design by mv good friend, John Aitlcen, had been developed to respect and enh忍nce the 
urban space connecting Cathedral Clo事已 8attery Path, the French Mission Buìldìng 鑫ndthe
West Wing of the Centr辜 I Government Offices.1 hate to think what the envìronme門tal
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impact the building of yet another glass tower block in thislocation will have υpon this 
otherwise"combined intimate pleasant sp器ce of human scale, 

AII the projects in Hong Kong 泊 which I wa草 involved endeavoured to create human 豆pace

around them, however smal l. I give my full support to the Government Hill Concern Group 
in its efforts to protect and improve the built envìronment j 門 Hong Kong, 

Ron Phillips is the co-architect jor the Hong Kong City Hall and the Edinburgh Place compJ制j

architect for Murray Buildíng and Beacon拼eld House (demolíshed) 

The Central Government Off泌的 in alignment with the axis of the Government 抖ouse.

The City H這11 complex can be seen near the harbour 
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Appendix 2 

jchn Aitken (且會23幽20(9)

Project architect of CGO West Wing 

by Gillian Aitken 

John Aitken, a post~war grad'uate of Edinburgh Universi旬" joined the HK Architectural 
0倍ce in 1955 at a tíme of unprecedented development in Hong Kong. He spent most 
of his working career in service to the HK Public Works Department, rising to Director 
of Buílding Development several years before retirement in 1982. My father John 
Aitken was a keen amateur dnem泣。grapher， purchasîng his fìr歪t 8mm Bolex cine 
camera in 1956 th如ks to a 5mall inheritance. As well as capturing our cl1erîshed 
family record萃I he was also keenly interested in the lands仰擒t buildin妒， people, and 
small detail of the world around him. 

His first major architectural project 500n after arrivìng in HK was the government 
。ffic帥， known as the West Wing. While myfather dîd not much dìscuss his workil可 life，

he did talk ofthe 法lest Wing ,project; the scope, scale and complexity, was not onlγa 
significant one for the time，已ut a signîficant undertakîng for a new recrui己喜nd hefelt 
the weight of hís responsibilUy. Years later, after a lîfetime of executing HK housing 
and infrastructure developme行t programs on an scale unknown to many in his field, ít 
was the West Wing project hé would most often recall. The daunting compl的ityofthe

site development {clearly a preoccupation, as shown in tlle accompanying cine 
foot旬的， the di冊culties in how best to retain the sîte's íntrinsic character, including 
the vítally cent荷I rosewood tree, and hi事。wn personal gratifícation of successfully 
integrating a highly modern and visible bui討論露 into a valued historic precinct. He 
would have been fascínated to learn ofthe keen interest in HK today to retain the 
West Wing, the ironies wou!d not have 的caped him. 

After retirement, John Aitken was able to fullγindulge his love of archìtectural histof)l, 

film and traveJ, eventually settlíng ín Sydney Australía until his death in 2009. 

IIThe 幫幫es重嘗嘗Îl1'Ilg flUì~fil~s tne lFü.mnctåol1'llaUst CI1cctrine 為每eing a rationai and 

practical soßutiorn to the p lI'oblem of bulldlng on an a留全蠻ardly sioping 

site, rising to the challenge wh:h an 諧調』時d and robust arrt話ftedure thilt 

is uncompromisin鑫 im õts execü.mtion." 

Central Government Of!lcesJ Histøric cmd An:hitecturaJ Apprais叫 a repcrt 
comm!ssioned by the 鱗鱗曉毒ovell'nment and produc:ed by Purcell 鱗illerTri量全部位p

(2009) 


