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Cc:. 
Subject: dovemment Hill 
Dear MB members, 
For your ip.品m甜。几 theGovernnmtHill ConcernGFOIlp,whichbfbmdbyl9NGOs and 
individual professionals and ∞ncemed membei's of the pubJic, .has recei1dy subinitted a: 
Section 12A application to the Town Planning Board 個 proJ)ose set~ing 'uþ.a special 
protection ar~a for the Central Governrnent Offices and the French MÍssion Bui1ding. 
See the link below 品r the executive sum:trtary of the application: 
http://notforsalehk.wordores_s,com/zoniiiiáoolicaÌíonl 
We hope we can make ~ formal p_re~~ntation to the AAB regarding our application; 
P!空feπably within the three-week con~且itat(onperiodwhichwill mdOIIMaret111. 
W e would also like 旭 ínvite aU members of the AAB to join I!_ sp已cial Govemment Hill 
Walking TOll,r to gain a better understanding of the heritage sign1ficance otthe 'ärea; 
Previöusly we have organized a number of educationalωurs ∞nqucted by renowned 
academics, architects and writers, and 昀cëived highly positive response 世。m tþe par自ip側的
who remarked that they would not know so much about this place had they not taken the time 
to walk.~d listen to its history. 
Kindly let me know if this can be arranged . we are happy ωoffer this tour both on a 
weekday or weekend. 
Sorry for not being able to send this messageωa11 AAB members as 也is is 出e only contact 

, list 1 got. We would be grateful if you can help raise this issues in today's AAB meeting. 
See below a SCMP editorial about our town planning application. 
Thank you for y'∞r 蚵nd attention and looking.forward 切 hearing from you. 
Regards, 
Katty Law 
Convener, Qovemment Hi11 Concem Gro~p 
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Government shown real way to conserve Central 

In his 2009 policy address, Chief Executìve Donald Tsang Yam-kuen announcf;ld an al11bitlous 
"Conservìng Central" scherr\e whìch was supposed to herald a new government nìentality over 
conservation and herìtage Issues and reflect the concèrns of the publlc over these areas. "Thè idea of 
conserving Central is Pri:lmised on our respect for ttie history of the district," said Tsang, àdding that 
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"to make the best use of the precious Çlssets of Central, we must create attractions in the district for 
public enjoyment". Indeed, the hill above Central which currently houses thegQvernment offlces, the 
French Mission Building acting as the Court of Firial Appeal, and SI John's Cathedral is a genuineiy 
pleasant area. A sandwich and co作'ee under the shade offered by the large trees 
on Government HiII during summer is often the highlight of a working day in Central. Any policy Which 
might allow greater public use of the area should be supported. 

But Tsang's words have been ringing h9110w. Publlc servants will move out. Different public servants 
will move in. And maybe they will finally reopen the gates 50 thàt the public can Qnce agaln stroll 
through the open spaces between the government buíidings. But otherwise, advice from 
a government~comniissione.d consultancy report to legislate for a "special protected area" to 
protect Goverriment HIU has bèeri igriored, while the West Wing will make Wày for ànottJer high-rise 
commerclal biock wlth thé usual shopping mall and car park. It ls Cl ifficLJlt ωsee how this fulfils public 
expectations for the conservation andpublic üse of the area~ 
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Now, an alliance of 20 heritage protection groups has submitted formàl plans as an alternative, 
suggesting the rezoning of Government Hill as a "herltage precinct" . a simple proposal that gives 街r
more meanlng to a policy of "Conserving Central" than what has been suggested by the gcivernment. 
By such active partlcipatlon in consultatlons and pUblic deb~tes about these issues, thEi public has 
shown they mean what they say about wishirig to see real conservatìon of Hong Kong landniarks to 
preserve our Identity. Now let us see the governi'nent show it means what it says, too. 
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