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30 September 2011 

To: Mr Donald Tsang, Chlef Executive of the H俗;AR Govemment 

Submlsslon by 
the Government HiII Concern Group for the CE Pollcy Address 2011 

。ntheωnservatlon 0' Central Government OffIc前:， Govemment 削11， Hong Kong 

DearSlr, 

The Govemment HiII Concern Group Is an alliance of 20 local envlronmental and herltage 
conservatlon groups (Ilsted below) concerned with the .protectlon of herltage propertles and 
particularlv wlth malntalning the signiflcance of Government HIII. The Immlnent relocatlon of 
government headquarters to Tamar and the curr明t policy declslon to use a large sectlon ofthe 
site for commercial usage Is a matter of general publlc ωncern. 

We belleve that the redevelopment scheme proposed by the Development Bureau In September 
2010 fs short-sigh祖d and based on a distorted assessment of the herltage site. It Ignores the 
。bli個tlon top附:erve Government HiII, the hlstorlc core of Hong Kong slnce 1841, and one of the 
city's most slgnlflcant heritage precincts. The redevelopment 5cheme involving the 581e of a large 
area of Government Hil', Includlng the CGO West Wing, to a prope悅V developer arid excavation of 
~he slte 19r a commercial hlgh.rise development wlll c()mpletely destroy the integrity of thls' 
herltage site. 

The CGO area, and its continuous association wlth the Hong Kong Govemment over the lëist 170 
years, underpins the þistorlc slgnlflcarice ofthe slte. As the maln offlce5 for both the British 
colonlal government and the H陷;AR government, the CGO has been the seat of communlty 
deci510n-maklng 5ince 1841. It Is a clvic landmark representlng the origins of Hong Kong as a 
modern clty and, equally Important for many Hong Kong peopJe, a site where the public has 
legitlmately volced Its oplnlon towards the AdmlnfstratloÌ1 through_publ1c demonstrations: recently, 
and In the 19605 towards the colonlal government. The CGO slte is soclally slgnlflcant as It Is where 
Hong Kong people artlculate thelr core values that are closely related to our Identlty and the 
character of the city. 

Government HIIIIs a valuable green lung for Central and the higher reaches of Mid.levels through 
t。明、e Peak. The surroundlng Central Business Dlstrict is already overdeveloped with h旭hlevelsof
alr pollution and trafflc ∞ngestion. Malntainlng pubflc ownership and publlc use of the CGO and 
restricting develop~ent Intensity 15 an Important factor ln cooservlng the ambience of hlstorlc 

. Government HiII as a whole and In malntalning a sustainable urban envlronment. 

Accordlng to the Development Bureau-commissloned archlteètural assessment of the CGO slte, the 
CGO Wes:t Wing bullding hasωnslderable archltettural merlts In Its own rfght and Is structurally 
sound and well malntalned and can be used for manv years.ln line wlth best envlronmental-
frlendly praetice, the West Wlng buildlng should be kept and enhanced. Furthermore, lt 15 
Important that the government work wlth members of the publlc to 酬plore meaningful new uses 
for the West Wing. 

In a previous policy address, you announced the pre5ervatlon ofthe Former Marrled Police 
Quarters. This far-slghted pollcy decision has allowed the preservatlon of a low-rise site in keeping 
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with. the heritage ambience of SOHO and the nearby Central Police Station Complex. A further 
reJuvenation of the area has now transpired and we belleve that the CGO site 個n be transformed 
into an enlarged heritage/park area with improved footpaths, bicycle tracks and ∞mmunltv 
facilities, especially in a preserved CGO West wing,tocompliment and link n聞自y Hong Kong park, 
the Angli個n Church's h~rltage buildings, the ~otanical Gardens, the Catholic Cathedral andthe 
soon-to-be renovated 臼ntral Police Statlon Complex - further afleld links can be made wlth 
~wen Road, the Unlverslty of Hong Kong and The Peak etc.. We believe this would be a wonderful 
legacy and atthe sametlme be b叫he∞nomically and environmentally berieficial for the en討re
communlt弘 We strongly believe that this would far outweigh the IImlted and one-o仔galnsof
developlng a commerclal hlgh-rlse building through selling 0仔 ari exlstlng.park area (Battery Path 
and environs) to a slngle private prope吋ydevelope民
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As a hlghly symbolic slte, GovernmentHiII deserves conservation and must be handled with great 
care. As your Admlnlstratlon knows, percelved and real developer hegernony Is a serious public 
Issue in this clty and It wouJd be unacceptabJe for Government HiII to be∞meknown as 
"Developer HIII代 Whlle the Hong Kong Treasury is not experiencing any f1nanclal pressure, and the 
need for Grade A offlce space can be satlsfied by other options In Central, Wan Chal, Quarry Bay, 
W自tKowl∞n， Kwun Tong and Kai Tak, there are no Justlf1able clrcumstances that allow such an 
im閃閃ant public asset/heritage site as Government HIII to be "sold out" to a property developer. 

There ls a clear indication that public aspirations support the conservation of the CGO slte for 
public use. The Government HlIl Concem Group's 阻cent appllcation (V/H物)切 the Town Planning 
Board for the ωnservatlon of CGO as a herltage precinct has received wlde publlc support with 
。ver 6,000 people sending comments in support of thls application. Furthermore, a public petltlon 
Is currently available and internatlonal concern has been ralsed through forum UNESCO Unlversitv 
and Herftage sendlng a worldwide public message (see attachedl 臼 I l.Ing for International attention 
t~ the th reat by destruction of Govemment HIII. 

. 
The Government HIII 臼ncern Group r，剖uests that the Government rescinds its current sale-and­
redevelo pment proposal and adopts a long-term vision for the c~i1ServatiQ.n ofthe CGO and 
~overnment HilI for the people of Hong Kong. We also call on the Admlnlstratlon to fulfill its 
promise to the Legislatlve Council, when orlginally seeklng fundlAg for thé new headquarters at 
Tamar, to engage In extenslve. public consultatlon on the future of Governrnent HiII. 

The Government HIII 臼ncern Group therefore requests you and your officlals to include in your 
h吋h~o~ lng Pollcy Address a pos健Ive reappralsal of Government HIII and for you to include the 
following: 

Respectt.he herltage and Integri句。f Government HiII and to conserve 性 as a speclal 
p rotected area under public ownership 
Recognlze that the CGO is an integral and slgni食cant part of Government HiII and should be 
jJ rotected from insensitlve, Inapproprlate use and redevelopment 
Integrate the CGO and Government HiII into a wider heritage/park area with footpaths, 
b icycle tracks and community facilities in the CGOWest Wlng 
Rescind the sale.and.redevelopment proposal forthe CGO West Wing and malntain 
p ermanent publlc use for the entire CGO 
E ngage the public In identifying new public uses for CGO West Wlng 
P rotect the extenslve green lung of Government HiII as well as the low叫se amblence ofthe 
area 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4~ 

5. 
6. 

We are happy to meet you or your 0仟iclals to discuss our policy suggestions. 
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Yours !~ithfully， 

I(atty Law 
Convener ofthe Government HIII Concern Group 

The Govemment HIII ConcernGroup is an alliance ofthe following envlronmental and heritage 
conservation groups: 
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Central and Wester.n Concern Group, The Professlonal Commons, Deslgning Hong Kong, Gre~n 
Sense, Greeners Action. The Conservancy Associatlon, Herltage Watch, Commul可ity Alliance for 
Urban Plannlng. Community Development Inltiatlve, Save Our Shorelines, Lung Fu Shan 
Environment ë~ncem Group, HK Redevelopment Concern Group, Heritage Hong Kong, Clearth.e 
Air, Green Envlronmental H~~'th Group, S~uth Tokwawan Concern Group, Society for protectlon of 
the Harbou口 Soho Resldents Commlttee, Mlnl Spotte的， World City Committee 

。 Postal Address: 
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Website: 
www.~overnmenthill.orø: 
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CC. 

Members of the Executlve Council 
Members of the Leglslatlve Council 
Members of the Antlqulty Advlsory Board 
Membe悶。f the Town Plannlng Board 


