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To: Members ofthe Antiquities Advisory Board 
c/o The Secretariat ofthe Antiquities Advisory Boar吐
136 Nathan Roa昌， Tsim Sha Tsui , Kowloon 

To: Members ofthe Town Pla l1 ning Boanl 
15潭" North Point Government Offices 
333 Java Road, North Point, Hong Kong 

Dear All, 

E曲曲jll J!l' wopri剎車 rædevelojllm盟國t of ftfule 
g曲'I'erllme i1li headq四arten comp!e l! 

Novemb訂閱， 2011 

經臨睡且且也蟬虹益是堅堅盟呵t Hi間。 Cæntr!llI.主控血革且直

L lP'啞 rpos<e of tlhlns s lIl bllllinS~io !i 

1.1 To appeal 10 members of the All! tiq凹 iti~s AdvllSO II"Y Ißoard, requesting them 
to consider giving a historic grading to the govemment headquarters complex 
comprising thr巴e wings which were designedl a且.d built il!l the 1950s. 

1.2 To appeal to members of the Tow lI Pla阻niHn!)i E~!mll ， requesting them to 
consider rezoning the Government Hi!l nnto a heriiage precin仗， keepi ll.g it as 
a site for Govemmen!, Instii:ution and Commll\1 ircy (“G1C") uses. 

2. lFt<e且SO Illl~ fow “ ttottai CO Illl ~e仰的iillllll" of ~In~ Illigtorric Go'V~wllllme國tmlll

2.ll Tlie combina!Îon of govemme l1lt offices, Governmellt H01Jlse (i.e. the cololl.iml 
govemorrs' f!;;sidell'l臼)， St. Jo恤's Cathedral, ilie fOrfL\er F闊的h Missio!l 

IBl!i!din皂， 且且d the il.吐jacent !Elotanic Gardens 118 weìl as wo日益.ed spaces Zli1d 
ITJrla且y other items gave rnse to the name of G~w~rr田mellt üm as early as the 
1840s whell Hong KOllg ïs!and was fOWid告d flS a Brritish crOW!l colony. 

2.2τhe proposal 10 S串l! 11 portioll of the govemmeni Iheadquarters complex 10 a 
private developer is iI!-çonceiv付. Histori血的， archit<e呦， urban planners , etc. 
have expressed that the entire Gove口unent H ilI site ,hould be preserv晶晶 intact.

and “any commercial development now seems !o b~ inapPl0pri，揖te (emphasis 
added]" according 10 a g仙!ernmen!-commissioned st1ldy of the site. 

2.3 Despite public support to the (otal conservation of the G訓lemment Hill, the 
career bureaucrats are “cherry-picking" from the lBurra Charter (ICOMOS 
Australia) in a wilful attemptωtry 10 justifY their redevelopment scheme 
m旦旦\0旦旦旦1， South China Morning Post articl皂，“Expert insulted as charter 
'misused' for hill pr吋ect，" Thursd呵， November 17 , 2011 , A4). 
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2.4 The Govemment Hill is a good example of “organically evolved landscape" 
that “results 仕om an initial soci泣， economic, administrative, andJor religious 
imperative and has developed its present fonn by association with and in 
response to its natural environment" - to borrow words from the Operational 
Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention 
(UNESCO 1992, Paragraph 39) 

2.5 The Florence Charter, which sets forth the principles for the preservation of 
historic g訂dens ， is also instructive with regard to the need for prot巴cting the 
l血t~grity of the government headquarters complex and 、the Government Hill 
as a whole: 

"1n any work of maintenance, conservation, restoration or reconstruction of 
an historic garde且， or any part of 泣， all its cOilsiituent features must be dealt 
with simultaneously. To isolate the various operations would damage the 
unity of the whole" (ICOMOS-IFLA Intemaüonal Committee for Historic 
Gardens 1982, Articles 7 and 10) 回

2.6τhe intemational preservationist groups undler the alispices of UNESCO 
advise that 吐ifferent elements of a historic site s110uld be considered together 
for “protection, conservation, presentatioll and !mnsmission to future 
generations" (UNESCO ! 972, Article 4).τhe demoliîion of a significant 
comp叩nent of the historic governmenl head (jlUarters complex for commercial 
use is a problem that will ultimately lead 10 盤盤盤磁且血ee change 

3. Hl<e Way Ahø曲d

3.1 Please will the members of the A且tiqilñtne$ AIlI"I'R5 Q1ry Rij)arlll and the Y'llW回
lP' ia血IIinng Boaril get their acts together 10 facllliiial.e tÎle “tola1 conservation" of 
Ihe govemment headquarters ∞mplex andl the Govemment Hill as a public 
asset illherited from the past for the presenl and futme g,enelations. 

A Hong Kong-based conservationisl 

旦旦1 (Enclosure 1) 

c.c. I(;Ulvemment H iiI COllcern Group 
的 Ms. Kitty Law Ngar-ling 

lLe!li~iative Coußcil Panel on Developme國t

c/o Legislative Council Secretariat 
P阻rceil Mi!ler Tritton (HK) L惜， govemmcllt閉ωmmiSS泌的d consultant 

c/o 加írRogerWu

Soutlll China Morning Post Publishers Ltd 
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An article "Expert insulted as charter 'misused' for hill project" 

by Joyce Ng, South China Morning Post, 17 November 2011, A4 
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