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Heritage Advisors

Historic Building Consultants

Tel: and Fax:
Email:
22 August 2012
Executive Secretary
Antiquities and Monuments Office,
136 Nathan Road,
Tsim ShaTsui, Kowloon

Dear Executive Secretary,

Public Views Invited on the Proposed Gradings of the
Post 1950 Former Central Government Offices

Thank you for the opportunity to comment and I would like to respectfully make the
following observations for submission to the AAB please:

~

1. Single Grading for Single Building
It seems clear from evidence available, that the three wings of the complex were conceived,
funded, designed, constructed and then used, as a single harmonious integral cluster, i.e. single
building.
References: (from 'Historical and Architectural Appraisal of the Central Government Offices’,
Chapter 6 Bibliography, PM&T, Hong Kong, September 2009):
1. Minutes between DPW and Colonial Sec Nov 1949 to Feb 1951 (the comment at end page 1,
that “the colonnade will provide a break in an otherwise long line of building ....” is relevant) ;
2. PWD plan of proposed CGO and Secretariat dated 2 Nov 1949 (the long covered walkway
providing the visual linkage between the two blocks is relevant, although it was never built —
possibly as it would obstruct vehicular access around the comlex?)

Also a cutting from SCMP dated 9 November 1951 (probably quoting a Government Press

Release from 8 Nov 1951?):

"This new office block, when completed, will stretch from Garden Road at the east end through
to Ice House Sireet at the west end. As the Colonial Secretariat together with the Council

Chamber and the PWD Offices are at present on the central and western portion of the site, it

is necessary to erect the new buildings in three sections, so that the departments at present

housed on the site can move into the new building as and when it is completed."

After consideration of these reports, minutes and other references, it seems clear the complex
should be treated as one single building for grading purposes. Whether the AAB decides to give
this single ‘building’ (or ‘assemblage’ or ‘cluster’), a Grade I, Grade II or grade III rating is of
course the personal decision of each member — hopefully using an approved scoring system, based
on established scientific guidelines (e.g. Dr Harold Kalman, The Evaluation of Historic Buildings,
Canadian Department of the Environment).

Although I personally feel that Grade I is far too high, in comparison with our existing stock of
notable Grade I buildings, e.g. St Johns Cathedral, Tang Ancestral Hall Complex, Ha Tsuen,
ete.
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2. Method of Voting for Grading

I believe the present ‘majority’ method used by AAB for voting for grading buildings is
basically flawed, in that no consideration is given to the views of those members who do not
follow the majority vote.

For example, if ten members vote for Grade 1; nine members for Grade Il and one member for
Grade III, then numerically the combined decision of the AAB should be about Grade II+. It
is certainly not a full Grade I !. '

A better method would be for each member to award points on an Appraisal Score Sheet and
for the sheets to be handed-in to AAB Secretariat for checking (voting decisions of members to
be kept confidential). ' _

It is of course most important that such controversial grading decisions are based on a scoring
system that is acknowledged to be fair, accurate and in compliance with international standards.

Yours sincerely

tor, Heritage Advisors
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To: The Calnm.al Secretarr,

- Theé Comaittee hzve couzidered the designe for the new
Governnent Offlices =" have resched the following conclusions:-

{(4) The s ite chosen hea only one serious limitation in L
that it forces ";.e Architect 4o build a verr long ;
buildiag if he i« Lo meet the acoomudbdation needs,
This roblen he.. ealt with in an efficient mewuner |
and & most satisfactory nlan evolved, : ;

{2) Tt iz nrobable thet if each member of this Committee
was riven Tthe olen en?d asked to produce elevations;
three very Jifferent schemes will be forthconing,

AYY thet the Comnittee can say about the elevations
ig tret ther conzider thet there is every irndicstion
thet a fine building of good quality and sulisable
awpesyence is in the nrocess of heing evolved, Indeed,
the Committee are of the opinion that the standerd

of &wearsnce o the Apchitecture rensrally sroduced
by the Covernment is such thet ther cen Ao little

mt ol fer frientlw odvice on very ainoy woints 4o ir,
Shewan,

{3) The reel oroblem of thiz uilding is one cf siting and
velstionshin to e centre of the city, Thether this is
rood or bed in eulte impossidble to soy a.nbll the
Abercromble revort, or at least some section of it,

has —een iranslated into terms of three dimnensionsl
fesim., It iz the opinion of the Committee that a
soheme for o levge section of the central wart of Tong
Xong should be premared at once, without some such
plan ne advice of reel velue cen Le riven on the siting
of Covernnent buildings,
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Nr. Shewsn has shomn the site to Professor Gordom Brom axd
s Gele Wilson and explained Covernment's requirements to them.

2. In perticulsr, he stressed the fact that the gite chosen

e oo s e ]

L

£ and the acommmocdation required had dictated a lang low building for two

5 roasans - firstly o sssthetic groumds and seomily becauss it had not

¥ $o interfere unduly with the view from Government House.

t .

3. Professor Gordom Brom amd Nr. GoL. Wilsan were thon handed

e the plans and olevations for comsidsrations M. Shewsn adopted this

i proosdure becsuse ko has Xept in ocloss omtaot with the architect during
f the design stage and ho wished to have full snd free oritiocism from the
il other members of the Committes withous cauming esbarrssssent during thelr
deliberations, )

b Their cnolusions are conteined in the enclosed memo dsted

& 1st Pebraary, 1951 from which it will be seen that the plans and
elevations have their approval.

ki B¢ The Committee properly attaches importance to tiw site of this
E building in relationship to the centre of the city amd paints out that

i sldvios of resl valus on the sites of buildings camnot be given without
an spproved master plan for the Coloy. The Towm Plaxning Offios bhes

E © been disbanded however, and the anly work of this nature whioh is in hand
o is the lay-out ror the Central Reclamatidn, There is therefere no questim

of delaying work on the new offices pending the preparstiom of a plam for
the oentre of the city.

A M/-ﬁ#/

MMD- Pe Vo i

} 962451, .
10 FEB 1951
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