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Uon. D. P. W.' 

OIlief .\.rem tect,. 

Date: 29. 11. 49. ' 

Subject; ~!ew S&cret!'.:ciut Dna, /]bverl'll'l1ent Of't1ces.. --...," ... --- ..... i~ .. • . 

: Ref: 

I beg to 5ubllli t h6'rt"'.'1i t11 the outJ.1.n.e of a :proposed sc.'leme 

for a Secretarilll.t and Government offic:::es building situated on t..~e enl5t:l'1,{; 

gites at' :>resl'.1nt ocoll'.0ied by the Volunteer Heao.gJ.lartars, Colonio.l Seorf.')t~l,rt at, 

~, r:. n. an.::l on ".;h,a Fx"Crpert;;: to tho West \'I!hioh is at thoa corner of 'Ice Rouse 

Str-:;O,et 1;l!lA Batter;:,' Path. 

~e Sit.~. 

~he site is conven:Le,.l.tly pl~oed f!Dlid pleas8..'1tSUl."'l"OUl1d..:i:-"1;31!: ne3.r 

- I 
tha oentre of' th(il city. It is B~':!.'Ved by GlTdell :Road and Lower .',lb.rct !load 

for vehioulrc.r traf.fic :.and bJ~ E!:tter".." Path trow. the, direct::'on of: the city. 

a.bove this. 

The Plene 
~-.--

,t:> be obta?-ned by e de~t'~lo:!m~l1t r:.m."1in::; :parallel wi til L,:w/'3l:' .. ::.lb~·t Road. 

The lave'l here is fr~l'l:' cen;;. t!'!l-:.t :wd v~.r little site ';!ork iJ J,Jtllvea. 

• 



',' 

.2. 
, " , .1 

the othe~~$a long line of ¥.;td'lni~'m '~tr~ ia (1)tal IWI. ttn:tlugt\ 

this' to tlvt pri".t.! ~ pliU'!<,; aiwated on tbe !1ortll si<1e or the bUildings. ' . . . . . . 

and West block with ellltven·floOl'S at t!l8 los ROWle street end and f1vef'lOOl' 

at.. the Gtu"dan R6a.d end. The height ai the four f'lOors f't'OSl Aber:t. Rood level 

liOUld. be a!'llroxinl:ll.hly equal to the he:1.Bbt of' ·tb:Ei-e~stip,g Secretari3t b16& 
. ' 

The Centre block is. si."t f1-oo!."S in height, the upper tv.ro floors 

C?f' which '70\lld oonttl.in Council aba.mbera and. contel!ell~ rooms. otfice units 

have 'bt:~~ ,resigned in bays 18' w:tae by ,1Gt deep. !hese mcy be ~nven:1ently 

subdivided by pa.rtitions as're(1,u:i.red. 

The actual of~ioe floor accor.1ill.t1on !>l"OViCled in the Sql:iCllle,. 

e:i:olus;ve ~ ~r.f',idors, etill .. elld c>:>Unail. dl.n' ~quds abOut 150# 000 etl.t­

The QU'2.t'tarlne Autho:l."ity quotes tl'le to~ov4n.g d$J?arbnents to ' 

be ac~~dated in a new bUndillS' (R'ltr: Seo., No. 2l/6U/4!J dated 12.9.49). ,~ 

Audit 
Eduoa.tion 
'PoreaU7, H.O. 
, Gtnrdens 

Inlend lteWW$ 
Medioal 
P. R. O. 
P. ·W. D. 

Rating-a Valuation 
Seoreta:ria.t . 
Statistica . I 

. . Treasury (~U(1ill: 

., ,Uevenue Branch). 

The total office area. :required bl' these departmen.t~, allO\1ir,t,g tor add! tionsl. 

.. ,pace l"'e<1u!red,. tor e~~l').l!io~ in ~Jo yeli\t'3 .t1mt e~uals about 120 ... 000. sQ..ft. 
- . 

Aooonmoda:tlon is also .requil·ed for ~~ein tem.ponry de'pa.:rtn':nts. 

ParJd.nZ· Sl?llI.oe 1$ provided at ~ lewls on Lower. Albert Road 

and on tl1e "-Nil at the :tlort."l'side. .Jlddit1onal parking spaoe woul,' be 

, proiridad by the demolition of the olcl 8tabl~ block at !,resent oCCl'l.1!l:1ad 
. ' . 

. by the !loads Office., Lower Albert Road has b~n'1n6reaaed in illitlUt from 
, , 

Garden ~oad tc the Sem-eta.t"iAt by a setback of the building li'l'le on the 

Nortll side. 
" . 

!.!! Cona~ruoti;m. 

The tirst :!;Iortion of' the sdlome to be ereoted Mould be 

tho portion of the, East blook wilier. is planned to oCCu,py tho lawn of the 

oonareb frame with panel\~alls f"ae·!'id. \'lith the dre~sed granite lit prasent 

st01·ed at Mox-rison Hill • 

. .. ~ 

\ . 
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1st Februa.ry, 1951. 

To: The Colonial Seoretax:r • 

The Cora-,li ttee hz.ve o,:,,;).:;!idef!:'ed the designs tor the nm'f 
(kJve:rp.alent Offices F':1/~ htwe reeched the follo·,rl.ng conclusions:-

(1) The f;:i te cho~en h~s 'j?'ll~' one serious lim.i. tatlon in 
tb..at i'c forces -d~e Archi tect to bulB. (l. VEu:r lO~lIT 
buil,En;:; if ~e :i:: .to meet the acoomm0d.3:;;ion needs. 
'1'hi ." )1:'0 ~)le::1 he,mfelll t within I'..n eN'iciellt llW.:mer 
a::-!d. II ~!!ost s~~'t1!l:!'tlct0l'1r -:11an evolved. 

(2) It is nrobable that if each member of this Committee 
was !liver\, ':;he ::>If!.il en"! asked to produce elevations; 
three very different sohe:nes will be forthcoming • 
.All th~,t the Com!".li ttee can sa.? a.bout the elevations 
in tl·pt the:r con5ie.el' thot there is eve17r ili!icl.':tion 
thr.t a fine '!:>uiU:~ ng of good quality 0.!l:'l sui bl ole 
11',¥?eE·.rP ... IlCe i~ ~n. the T,l!'ocess of beinz evolvea .• Indeed, 
the Committee Are of the orinion that the standerd 
of a-',elir~nce of' 't!ia Arohi tecture ,rene rally ~)l"'Odtloed 
by t~.e Covel'n.~le;'l.t h ~,;\ch th),t the~r o~n fl.o lit~le 
~J.t :;,:'1."e1' frien:'l,' l"t.h"ioe on ver:: mino~' "oints to !r. 
Shew:m.. 

(.3) The ree.l "rohiem of this huilding is one of'li ting and 
l'ell' ·tionshi·, to l'~e Oe!1tre of the c1 ty. ';;'hether this is 
Gooil or bftn iF:! '!'lite i!ll!='ossible to as.y <.mtil the ' 
Aberc;:'ombie l'e."ort, or i!.t least $0:116 section of it, 
has ':E1an trt1:1p.latec. into terms of thl'ee di:nension~,l 
Cl.esi[ll. It is t':1e opinion of' t11e COmi,li ttee that a 
soheme i'or f!. 1<:"[:,6 seation of the oentral PArt of Hong 
Kone n'hou.1S 'be :)re .... nretl. e;t once, \'1i thout !lOme fmch 
..,lan no a.a,rioe of reel vdue c~n be ?i yen on the siting 
of ('overn:::lent wildings. 

Lv"'),! e )~,. __ ... ~~ ......•.••••.... ~ ..... . 
.-'.-"'1 
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-. ...... baa .b_ 'fobe .1_ 11o J!II: ....... 001II'«_ Br_ ... 
-.. GeL. \f:ll.a_ .......... aore ..... ,,·. _,dNaIaat. to " .... 

2. l'D pniolalN' .... tH ... " .. tact tbat tile ..... 0 .... 
... tblt aoo __ .. '~ 1"8Qud.1"8a b.a 4iotIatea .. 1-. 1aw 'bIdl", lOit ... 
,.. ...... - ftNtll' _ ... 1I1»u. .. 0t8I4a ... IIINCIU1JI' lIeo .... lt .... _ 
to :ba'MI"t.,.. 11D!Iul7 1d.tIl " .. mw t.rca ~ H ... . 

,. pI'ot ..... oea.Bl" __ 1Ir. 0.1. ala_ .... 1IbIID....,.a 
tM pl. .. _4 al .... U .. I. oClDll .. _:l... Kr. __ .a0pW4 ~ 
",GOIIclve 'MOtUs be baa upt ia cl .. oanact ...... ,he aNb:I.tIeot Clu.bta 
'be 4eatp. 811 .... be ......., to baYe h11 _ fft. vt.,toia fl'ra ,bit 
._be .... 1'. fit tbII c __ "te. _tls..- 0 ..... "'n_..n dUl'1lta tblt:bo 
c1e1i'bv .. ttraa. 

... Ifbes.r oCDOllld_ an CQltaiMI Ia • _laNa __ a ..... 
In· IWWIlU'7. 1'51 tr_ 1Ib1ob 1.10 wLll be .... that the plMa ana 
.1ft .. l_ ..... tbdr .pp.r_al. 

,.' Ifbe 0 .... ' •• ~.l'lI' ........ .,... ... '0 tblt Gte fit .. 
lMdlc1iD& Ia n1 .. U-*1p 110 tIN ..... fit ..... 019 ... palata _ ....... 
__ fit 1'.a1 v.- _ ,I» alte. fIl 1Mdl. ......... be &1'" ..... 
.. ew.rena _,v pla I. 'be Col.... If_ If_ PI ..... ot:riGe. ... 
.... alab ......... 1'. eac1 tbe GIll.Y' ... k til tId.e .... 'IIIioh la ia baul 
18 tbe lIV' __ t tar tbe C_Val .. ~ti... !MH 18 t......., ..... DO ..... 1. 
fit c1eJ..a.Jial .CI"t CD -. .. att:l.oea ,.".u D8 the 1ftpIratl_ fIl a plc tOl' 
1Ibe eeatre of "be ait". 

~.-./ 
~-D ••• ". ,_*-,1. 
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