TO: 0o0O 203

The Chairman & Members Written Submissior?03

Antiquities Advisory Board
C/- AAB Secretariat

136 Nathan Road

Tsim Sha Tsui

Kowloon

Hong Kong

/e SUPPORT the Antiquities Advisory Board confirming Heritage Grade 1 on
the Central Government Offices site and all its buildings and that the Board
recommends Monument Status to the Antiquities Authority.

BECAUSE, amongst many reasons:

1. This heritage site has been Hong Kong's seat of governance since the
1840s and deserves the highest respect and grading from our heritage
protection legislation and administrative criteria.

2. The present Main, East and West Wings of the Central Government
Offices were designed and built as a “harmonious, integral cluster” and all
three wings must be preserved intact and thus treated as of equal
architectural importance.

3. The three wings of the Central Government Offices are unique and a
significant example of modemnist, functional architectural design that is the
precursor of many similar buildings built in the 1950s and 1960s.

4. As a place of governance and public administration this site and these
buildings witnessed an unprecedented range of historic legislative,
administrative and public decision-making and interaction with the public.

Other comments:

Given that Hong Kong has already lost so much of its built heritage to
development in the past — particularly in Central District - it would be a shame to
lose yet another architectural “gem” if there is something that the authorities can
do to prevent it which in this case, quite plainly, they can. Hopefully the
Govermnment of the day can show its resolve to preserve a part of Hong Kong's
historical legacy as represented in these beautiful, historically significant
buildings.
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