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Entrance Gate, San Wai, Ha Tsuen

It was believed that the entrance gate was built before 1899. Founded by Tang
Tso-tai and Tang Wai-yuk, San Wai is one of the oldest villages in Ha Tsuen Heung.
The entrance gate is constructed of grey brickwork and has a pitched tiled roof with
pan and roll tiles. The roof comprises the main ridge with curled-up ends, together
with gable ridges in similar style, and all are decorated with plaster relief mouldings.
There are painted murals on both the interior and exterior. The entrance gate serves
as a reminder of the historic layout of this old village. Moreover, the rituals of local
customs, such as those associated with Ha Tsuen Heung’s Ta Chiu, the celebration of
the birth of male offspring (dim dang) and weddings, are still performed there.
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Lo Ancestral Hall, Wo Hop Shek Village

The Lo Ancestral Hall at Wo Hop Shek Village was built in 1930 when the Los
resettled from the Shing Mun Valley to the village due to the construction of the
Shing Mun Reservoir. Situated on the central axis of the new settlement, this
one-bay-two-hall-one-courtyard ancestral hall has walls constructed of grey
brickwork, pitched roof and clay tiles laid in Hakka style, with wall murals on the
front elevation. The roof ridge has a pair of simple geometric dragon ornaments at
either end. The ancestral hall serves as a historical connection with the roots of the
Los in Shing Mun, and still serves as their main centre for ancestral worship at the
Lunar New Year, the Ching Ming and Chung Yeung Festivals and weddings, as well
as during the celebration of the birth of male offspring, for instance.
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No. 17 Yuk Sau Street

No. 17 Yuk Sau Street was built between 1929 and 1932. The first owner was Chan
Lai-ying (1870 — 1955), the wife of Leung Po-chuen (1867 — 1934), a renowned
philanthropist and industrialist. The house was then owned by her son, Kenneth
Leung (1907-1980). Leung married Julia Ho (1917- 2007) (or Julia Leung following
her marriage). Julia was a daughter of Ho Shai-wing (1884 — 1946), who was a
member of Sir Robert Ho Tung’s family and a comprador of Hongkong & Shanghai
Banking Corporation before the Japanese Occupation (1941 — 1945). Both Kenneth
and Julia Leung had once taught in Po Kok Vocational Middle School for Girls.

The building was later passed to their daughter, Leung Hung-kee (1947-2013), who
had made generous donations to education and medical organisations. This
three-storey building was designed with the influence of simplified Classical style.
The building survives as an important historical reminder of the development of
Happy Valley, from a Chinese village known as Wongnei Chong Village into a
well-to-do residential area with European-style houses.
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