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Serial No.: N186
Name and Address: Entrance Gate, Enclosing Walls and Shrine, Yan Shau Wai, San Tin,
Yuen Long, N.T.
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Man Sai-gor (1390 — 1457) moved from Tuen Mun to San Tin, and is regarded as the
founding ancestor of the Man clan there.  Yan Shau Wai is the first village established
by the Mans in San Tin having a history of over 600 years. The Mans then suffered
the Coastal Evacuation Order (1662 — 1669) carried out during the Kangxi reign of the
Qing dynasty. The Mans rehabilitated their villages after the repeal of the evacuation
order.

The entrance gate of ]Yan Shau Wai has a pitched tile roof. The front facades of the
lower and upper storeys are respectively built of red sandstone and grey brickwork. In
the 1990s, the front facade and the archway at the back were finished with mosaic tiles.
Despite that, a red sandstone plaque inscribed with the Chinese characters “Yan Shau
Ping Hong” (meaning benevolence, longevity, peace and health), grey brickwork and a
gun loophole can still be seen on the upper level, with the original structure retained.
The surviving enclosing walls are built of brickwork with random rubble foundations.
Traces of shelter holes for the village patrol forces can be found. They are a rare
example of the kind in Hong Kong. The shrine is dedicated to the Earth God.
Although the doorframe has been finished with mosaic tiles in the 1990s, the structure
IS in good condition, retaining the pitched tile roof and grey-brick walls. The



surviving entrance gate, enclosing walls and shrine are important historic structures that
have borne witness to the development of the Man clan in San Tin.
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Serial No.: N26

Name and Address: Barker Road Peak Tram Station, The Peak, H.K.
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The Peak Tram has been in operation since 1888. It has boosted the residential
development and tourism of the Peak. The existing building of the Barker Road Peak
Tram Station is an intermediate station constructed in 1919 to replace the previous one.
It survived the Japanese Occupation (1941 — 1945), as the Japanese cut down fir trees
on the Peak, and used the Peak Tram railway to transport logs down to Garden Road,
where they were collected and transported to an electric power station for use as fuel.

Built on massive masonry buttresses, the Barker Road Peak Tram Station comprises
the main station building, an extension walkway and an annex. It was designed by the
architectural firm of Leigh and Orange. The arched openings, cantilevered canopy and
brackets, and balustrades are decorated with relief ornamentation in geometric and
classical patterns. The cantilevered canopy on the Barker Road side is believed to have
been originally designed as a coolie shelter for sedan chair and rickshaw bearers. The
annex provided visual access to the tracks under the roof of the station building in the
past, and is now used for the storage of tools. The Barker Road Peak Tram Station is
an important landmark, being the oldest surviving Peak Tram station building in Hong
Kong, as well as a hotspot for tourism and photography.
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Serial No.: N357
Name and Address: Stone Pillars and Flight of Steps at the Former Main Entrance,
Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical Gardens (alias “Bing Tau Fa
Yuen”), Albany Road, Central, H.K.
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First built between 1861 and 1864, the Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical Gardens,
was originally known as Botanic Gardens, Botanical Gardens or Public Gardens. It is
also referred to as “Bing Tau Fa Yuen” by the local Chinese. It is the first public
gardens in Hong Kong and well known for the collection and research of plants. In
1975, it was renamed as the Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical Gardens. The
Gardens was seriously damaged during the Japanese Occupation (1941 — 1945) and
restored after the war. There are six surviving pre-war historic structures in the
Gardens, namely the stone pillars and flight of steps at the former main entrance, the
Chinese War Memorial, the former Band Stand, the entrance gate pillars on Garden
Road, the tunnel portal of the Gardens Fresh Water Service Reservoir, and the flight of
steps leading to the fountain terrace, each bearing different heritage value.



The six stone pillars marking the Gardens’ former main entrance on Upper Albert Road
are believed to be erected between 1861 and 1864. An inscription reading “OLD
BOTANIC GARDENS” is engraved on one of the pillars. Each pillar is square in
section and topped by an ornamental capping with stepped edges and triangular panels
on all the four elevations. Behind the pillars is a flight of granite steps. The steps are
distinguished by their full bullnose nosing articulated with a projecting trim below.
The parapets and landings are paved with granite slabs. These six stone pillars and the
flight of steps behind them are one of the oldest surviving structures in the Gardens
bearing very high heritage value. The pillars are also an important landmark and a
popular spot for tourism and photo-taking.
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Serial No.: N358

Name and Address: Chinese War Memorial, Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical
Gardens (alias “Bing Tau Fa Yuen”), Albany Road, Central, H.K.
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First built between 1861 and 1864, the Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical Gardens,
was originally known as Botanic Gardens, Botanical Gardens or Public Gardens. It is
also referred to as “Bing Tau Fa Yuen” by the local Chinese. It is the first public
gardens in Hong Kong and well known for the collection and research of plants. In
1975, it was renamed as the Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical Gardens. The
Gardens was seriously damaged during the Japanese Occupation (1941 — 1945) and
restored after the war. There are six surviving pre-war historic structures in the
Gardens, namely the stone pillars and flight of steps at the former main entrance, the
Chinese War Memorial, the former Band Stand, the entrance gate pillars on Garden
Road, the tunnel portal of the Gardens Fresh Water Service Reservoir, and the flight of
steps leading to the fountain terrace, each bearing different heritage value.



The Chinese War Memorial was unveiled by Governor Sir Cecil Clementi (In office:
1925 - 1930) on 6 May 1928. Messrs. Palmer and Turner were the architects of this
memorial arch. It is built of granite in the form of a pai-lou to commemorate the
Chinese who had lost their lives during the First World War (1914 — 1918). After the
Second World War (1939 — 1945), the English inscription on the Chinese War
Memorial was revised to commemorate the Chinese who lost their lives in the two
World Wars. On the arched panel is the inscription “IN MEMORY OF THE
CHINESE WHO DIED LOYAL TO THE ALLIED CAUSE IN THE WARS OF 1914
- 1918 AND 1939 — 1945”, and on the columns are the corresponding Chinese
inscriptions. The same set of inscriptions has been engraved on the opposite face of
the memorial. The signs of war damage during the Japanese invasion have been
retained. It is a prominent landmark with very high built heritage value, being the
oldest memorial dedicated solely to the Chinese who fell in the two World Wars in
Hong Kong, and a popular spot for tourism and photo-taking.
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Serial No.: N359

Name and Address: Former Band Stand, Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical Gardens
(alias “Bing Tau Fa Yuen”), Albany Road, Central, H.K.
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First built between 1861 and 1864, the Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical Gardens,
was originally known as Botanic Gardens, Botanical Gardens or Public Gardens. It is
also referred to as “Bing Tau Fa Yuen” by the local Chinese. It is the first public
gardens in Hong Kong and well known for the collection and research of plants. In
1975, it was renamed as the Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical Gardens. The
Gardens was seriously damaged during the Japanese Occupation (1941 — 1945) and
restored after the war. There are six surviving pre-war historic structures in the
Gardens, namely the stone pillars and flight of steps at the former main entrance, the
Chinese War Memorial, the former Band Stand, the entrance gate pillars on Garden



Road, the tunnel portal of the Gardens Fresh Water Service Reservoir, and the flight of
steps leading to the fountain terrace, each bearing different heritage value.

The former Band Stand was constructed in 1866 using funding provided by the Parsee
community in Hong Kong that year. The military bands could then have their musical
performances at the pavilion. A marble plaque engraved with the words “PARSEE
COMMUNITY” is fixed to a granite step at the pavilion to acknowledge the generous
donation of the Parsee community. The Parsee community have made tremendous
contributions, especially from the 1840s to the early twentieth century, to the
development of Hong Kong. However, according to a government report for the year
1887, the Band Stand had not been used for some years by that time because it was too
small to accommodate the military bands. Despite that, it could still provide a shelter
for visitors if they were caught in showers, and serves as an important historical
reminder of the Parsee community.

The structure is octagonal on plan. The flooring, which is composed of granite blocks
cut and fitted carefully with their joint lines, echoes with the octagonal plan. The roof
is supported on eight cast-iron pillars. The upper ends of the pillars are articulated
with delicate wrought-iron brackets that are both decorative and functional. Although
having its pointed roof altered as a flat roof by 1949, the structure attains a high level
of workmanship and is well maintained. It is also one of the oldest surviving structures
in the Gardens, the oldest surviving ironwork pavilion in Hong Kong, one of the few
surviving structures relating to the Parsee community, and an important landmark for
tourism and photography with very high heritage value.
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Serial No.: N360
Name and Address: Stone Pillars and Flight of Steps at the Former Main Entrance,
Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical Gardens (alias “Bing Tau Fa
Yuen”), Albany Road, Central, H.K.
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First built between 1861 and 1864, the Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical Gardens,
was originally known as Botanic Gardens, Botanical Gardens or Public Gardens. It is
also referred to as “Bing Tau Fa Yuen” by the local Chinese. It is the first public
gardens in Hong Kong and well known for the collection and research of plants. In
1975, it was renamed as the Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical Gardens. The
Gardens was seriously damaged during the Japanese Occupation (1941 — 1945) and
restored after the war. There are six surviving pre-war historic structures in the
Gardens, namely the stone pillars and flight of steps at the former main entrance, the
Chinese War Memorial, the former Band Stand, the entrance gate pillars on Garden
Road, the tunnel portal of the Gardens Fresh Water Service Reservoir, and the flight of
steps leading to the fountain terrace, each bearing different heritage value.

The entrance on Garden Road can be identified on a map dating from 1867. Visitors
may enter or leave the Gardens via this entrance. A pair of entrance gate pillars built
of granite blocks with extruded pointing is still in use there. Each has an ornamental
capping featuring stepped edges topped with a piece of granite in a pyramid-like shape.
They are one of the oldest surviving structures in the Gardens.
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Serial No.: N361
Name and Address: Tunnel Portal, Gardens Fresh Water Service Reservoir, Hong Kong
Zoological and Botanical Gardens (alias “Bing Tau Fa Yuen”),
Albany Road, Central, H.K.
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First built between 1861 and 1864, the Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical Gardens,
was originally known as Botanic Gardens, Botanical Gardens or Public Gardens. It is
also referred to as “Bing Tau Fa Yuen” by the local Chinese. It is the first public
gardens in Hong Kong and well known for the collection and research of plants. In
1975, it was renamed as the Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical Gardens. The
Gardens was seriously damaged during the Japanese Occupation (1941 — 1945) and
restored after the war. There are six surviving pre-war historic structures in the
Gardens, namely the stone pillars and flight of steps at the former main entrance, the
Chinese War Memorial, the former Band Stand, the entrance gate pillars on Garden
Road, the tunnel portal of the Gardens Fresh Water Service Reservoir, and the flight of
steps leading to the fountain terrace, each bearing different heritage value.



In the 1930s, the Hong Kong Government continued to expand the public water supply
system to meet the demands of the growing population. Between 1931 and 1933, a
storage reservoir was built under the fountain terrace of the Gardens for the supply of
water to Central. The Gardens was closed during the three years it took for the
construction works to be completed. The reservoir is now known as Gardens Fresh
Water Service Reservoir. A concrete tunnel portal was built into the hillside opposite
the main entrance to Government House. The roof canopy bears an inscription
“*HKWW 1931-33”, which stands for “Hong Kong Water Works 1931-33” in
abbreviated form. The surround of the arched opening and the exterior walls on either
side have a granolithic finish and are articulated with grooved lines to imitate a masonry
keystone and voussoirs. The interior walls are plastered and painted. The service
reservoir is still in operation, and the tunnel portal is in good condition, having borne
witness to the pre-war history of water supply in the Central District.
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Serial No.: N362
Name and Address: Flight of Steps leading to Fountain Terrace, Hong Kong Zoological
and Botanical Gardens (alias “Bing Tau Fa Yuen”), Albany Road,

Central, H.K.
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First built between 1861 and 1864, the Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical Gardens,
was originally known as Botanic Gardens, Botanical Gardens or Public Gardens. It is
also referred to as “Bing Tau Fa Yuen” by the local Chinese. It is the first public
gardens in Hong Kong and well known for the collection and research of plants. In
1975, it was renamed as the Hong Kong Zoological and Botanical Gardens. The
Gardens was seriously damaged during the Japanese Occupation (1941 — 1945) and
restored after the war. There are six pre-war historic structures in the Gardens, namely
the stone pillars and flight of steps at the former main entrance, the Chinese War
Memorial, the former Band Stand, the entrance gate pillars on Garden Road, the tunnel
portal of the Gardens Fresh Water Service Reservoir, and the flight of steps leading to
the fountain terrace, each bearing different heritage value.

In the 1930s, the Hong Kong Government continued to expand the public water supply
system to meet the demands of the growing population. Between 1931 and 1933, a



storage reservoir was built under the fountain terrace of the Gardens for the supply of
water to Central, which is now known as Gardens Fresh Water Service Reservoir. The
old fountain and terrace were raised and rebuilt to make way for the service reservoir.
In order to accommodate the increased difference in levels created between the new
fountain terrace and the footpath leading from the Chinese War Memorial, this flight of
granite steps was thus built between 1931 and 1933. This flight of steps, together with
the tunnel portal of the service reservice, is a historical reminder of the pre-war history
of water supply in the Central District.



