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Name and Address: Former The Salvation Army Kwai Chung Girls' Home, No. 1 Lei
Muk Road, Kwai Chung, N.T.
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In 1947, The Salvation Army purchased the land and buildings on site at that time, and
in 1948, it opened The Salvation Army Kwai Chung Girls’ Home after renovations were
completed. It is believed that the Main Building and the Garage were built between
the late 1930s and the early 1940s, and were the only buildings there when the girls’
home was opened. The home was the first approved school providing residential
probationary and rehabilitation services for young female offenders in Hong Kong. It
marked a change in government policy in that field. Besides, missionary activities to
spread Gospel to the villagers of the nearby areas were organized in the schoolroom on
the upper floor of the Garage, and later in The Salvation Army Corps Hall built in 1955.
A free clinic was also established in the corps hall for villagers. The home operated
from 1948 to 1965 and from 1971 to 1994. In 1965, it was converted to a social centre
comprising a nursery and a hostel for working girls and women. It responded to the
changing needs of local communities, mainly arising from the industrial developments

in Kwai Chung and Tsuen Wan, and operated until 1971.



The Main Building was designed with Art Deco influences. The most obvious
alteration to the exterior was the enclosure of the balcony, but this did not undermine
the authenticity of the exterior. The interior has undergone alterations, mainly
conversion works due to changes in the use of the building. However, many
architectural features, including the spiral staircase, terrazzo finishes and ceiling
mouldings, which serve to display the typical craftsmanship and building materials of
the 1930s, are retained. Art Deco influences can also be identified at the Garage.

The Salvation Army Corps Hall is a simple rectangular block in modernist design.



Serial No.: N349

Name and Address: Confucius Hall, No. 77 Caroline Hill Road, Causeway Bay, H.K.
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Confucius Hall was completed in 1935, with the donations of land from Kan Hung-chiu
of the Nanyang Brothers Tobacco Company and money for constructing the building in
the name of his father, Kan Long-shan. Its founders, apart from Kan Hung-chiu, also
included many other prominent businessmen and community leaders, such as Tsang
Foo, Shouson Chow, Sir Robert Kotewall, Tso Seen-wan and Chau Tsun-nin, and

notable scholars including Lai Tsi-hsi and Zhu Ruzhen.



It is the oldest surviving historic building constructed for the reverence and advocacy
of Confucianism in Hong Kong, and is still an important venue for the annual
celebration of the Birthdays of Confucius and Mengzi. Before the opening of Hong
Kong City Hall in 1962, Confucius Hall was the major community hall open to the
public for large-scale activities and lectures in Hong Kong. As a cultural venue, its
commitment to inclusivity was demonstrated by the wide variety of public lectures held
there, including those delivered by Guo Moruo on “Science and Democracy” and Mao
Dun on “The Mission of Contemporary Artists” in 1948 as commemorative activities
of the May Fourth Movement. Besides, a remembrance service for the 60™ birthday
of the late Lu Hsun in 1940, and a memorial service for Hsu Ti-shan in 1941 were held
there. It was also a venue for memorial services of well-known public figures, such
as Ip Lan-chuen in 1946 and Shum Choi-sang in 2016.

Important historical events also took place there. For instance, it was a venue for
rallying supports and arousing national spirit and patriotic feeling against the Japanese
invasion of China. An orphanage named “f| B2 & 5 Z (R FE[7%”, with Zhu Ruzhen
being its headmaster, was opened there in 1939, but it ceased operation in 1941 due to
the war. During the Japanese Occupation (1941 — 1945), the building was occupied
by the Japanese as an office and a sanatorium.

Confucius Hall is accessible from a pai-fong and granite stairways. The design of the
hall is a fusion of Chinese and Western architectural features. The replacement of
original timber windows with aluminium ones is the only obvious alteration that can be
identified. It is also the only surviving historic building built for the promotion of
Confucianism that has this kind of design. The adjacent staff quarters was also built
in 1935. It adopts a humbler design, but still bears some Chinese-style features, such

as a balustrade with bamboo-shaped balusters at the balcony.
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