1444 iR LISNERFALHEH H =

Serial No.: N6

Name and Address: Bonham Road Government Primary School, No. 9A Bonham Road,
Sai Ying Pun, H.K.
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District: Central & Western
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Bonham Road Government Primary School is housed in the former premises of the
Northcote Training College (NTC, renamed Northcote College of Education in 1967)
builtin 1940 — 1941. It was the first full-time teacher training college in Hong Kong,
and the Bonham Road campus is the earliest one of the kind in Hong Kong. After a
new campus was opened on Sassoon Road in 1962, the old campus was used by the
United College of The Chinese University of Hong Kong until it moved to Shatin in
1971. Following renovation in 1973, the Bonham Road campus became NTC’s sub-
campus until around the mid-1990s From 2000 onwards, the site houses Bonham
Road Government Primary School. It has been serving educational purposes since it
was completed. Besides, the old air-raid shelters at the basement, which have left
marks on the Japanese invasion, are quite rare in the existing historic buildings in Hong
Kong. During the Japanese Occupation (1941 — 1945), the campus was used by the



Japanese Military Police (the Kempetai) as their headquarters.

The main building and the former caretaker’s quarters were built at the same time. The
main building is of three storeys with a basement, and is a prominent example of
Streamline Moderne buildings in Hong Kong. A flagpole is at the top of the spiral
staircase in the middle of the front elevation. Two external staircases for fire escape,
added around 1975, is the only obvious alteration identified, but it has not detracted the
architectural merit of the building. The terrazzo finishes, timber doors and timber/
steel-framed windows together with their ironmongery, cement tiles with terrazzo
finishes, timber floorboards and the spiral staircase are examples of historic building
fabrics and materials which are retained in very good condition. The granite fountain
in front of the main building had also been erected in 1941, while the design of the
former caretaker’s quarters is harmonious with the main building.



